
State of the lands 2017
Land conservancies fostering resilient landscapes and communities across Oregon
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State of the Lands
When we talk about land conservation, it’s easy to focus on “bucks and acres”—the money it takes to 
protect land and its size. Land protection is transformative because it enhances salmon habitat, revives 
wetlands, and safeguards places for wildlife.

But Oregon’s land conservation community is also about people and how we use conservation to 
enhance our communities—beyond the boundaries of the land we protect. This year’s State of the Lands 

report is full of examples of just that. Like the 
Oregon ranch operator who is transforming his 
grazing approach to revive native prairie habitat 
in Wallowa County. Or the land trust whose 
response to a catastrophic wildfire was to ramp 
up fundraising—not for its own benefit, but for 
its community’s first responders. 

Oregon is changing fast. Our population is growing. Wild lands face unprecedented development pressure. 
And children—tomorrow’s decision-makers—are spending less time than ever outdoors. In response, 
the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts is launching a statewide initiative to reach out to Oregonians in every 
corner of the state, to engage more people in the stewardship of our land and water. We see a future where 
land trusts continue to protect unique and spectacular places in Oregon while building a diverse and 
vibrant movement that fosters the critical link between people and place.

Data from 2017

accredited land trusts*

board members

supporters

14

225

43,100

land trusts

 full-time employees

active volunteers

ACRES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

20

221

3,315

86,548

Cover Photo: Hiking the east moraine around Wallowa Lake 
by Megan Zabel Holmes, www.meganzabelphotography.com

Kelley Beamer, Executive Director
Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts

*Accredited land trusts meet rigorous national quality standards for 
protecting important natural places and working lands forever.  
More information: www.landtrustaccreditation.org.

The Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 
is launching a statewide initiative 
to engage more Oregonians in the 
stewardship of our land and water.



COLT is pleased to welcome Western Rivers 
Conservancy as an associate member. Western Rivers 
works to protect river ecosystems throughout the 
western United States. Its projects have brought 
nearly 40,000 acres of wildlands into public ownership 
for all Oregonians.

670 conservation projects 
protecting 402,523 acres

198 
conservation easements 

 
77,398 acres
A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between 
a landowner and a land trust that allows the landowner to 
permanently restrict how his or her property may be used, for 
public benefit.

221 
acquisitions 

 
148,378 acres
A fee acquisition means a land trust owns a property outright, 
through donation or purchase, with the intent of long-term 
ownership and management for public benefit. 

251 
reconveyances 

 
176,747 acres
A reconveyance means a land trust owns the land or easement 
temporarily, with the property eventually transferred to another 
entity, such as a public agency or nonprofit partner.



Author Barry Lopez: 
“ ... endless illustrations 
of how resplendent the  

world really is.”
Mike Bragg
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Acquisition targets McKenzie drinking water, recreation access, habitat
In fall 2015 McKenzie River Trust learned of a rare conservation opportunity: a 2-mile-long parcel of McKenzie riverfront 
land was being put up for auction by owner Rosboro forest products company. Finn Rock Reach includes some of the 
finest juvenile salmon spawning and rearing habitat in the entire river basin and one of the most popular boat landings 
on this acclaimed whitewater river. With $750,000 in seed money from public utility Eugene Water and Electric Board 
and a low-interest conservation bridge loan from Craft3, the Trust quickly assembled a fair-market bid, submitted it—
and the bid was accepted.

Then the real work began: raising $4.5 million to protect, restore, and steward Finn Rock Reach. As fundraising got 
under way, it helped that EWEB—which draws Eugene’s drinking water downstream of the property—had been an 
early and generous supporter. “Finn Rock Reach provides the anchor in the upper part of the McKenzie River that 
we can start building conservation around,” said Karl Morgenstern, coordinator of EWEB’s Drinking Water Source 
Protection Program. 

By the end of 2017, MRT had paid off the loan for 278-acre Finn Rock Reach and was moving forward with habitat 
restoration, trails, and boat landing enhancements, thanks to large and small contributions by more than 400 donors. 
Author Barry Lopez, honorary chair of the campaign and a long-time Finn Rock resident, summed up the project’s 
significance this way: “I’ve waited 45 years to see this come about: serious attention to the life of the river that brings Eugene 
its water and that provides those of us who live along its course endless illustrations of how resplendent the world really is.” 

HONORING A RIVER AND ITS PEOPLE

FINN ROCK REACH
McKenzie River Trust
Eugene, Oregon



Author Barry Lopez: 
“ ... endless illustrations 
of how resplendent the  

world really is.”

“The key to our 
success is having 

a big toolbox.”

Dylan Taylor 

Blaine Franger

In a disaster, land trust springs into action, puts community’s needs first
Late in the afternoon of Saturday, Sept. 2, 2017—the start of Labor Day weekend—wildfire was spotted along Eagle 
Creek in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. By the next morning the fire had grown to encompass 3,000 
acres—trapping 150 hikers, threatening historic Multnomah Falls Lodge, and breaking the hearts of hikers and Gorge 
lovers throughout Oregon and beyond.

“The key to our success is having a big toolbox,” Gorman said. “The fire underscored the importance of our approach. 
Because fire doesn’t observe boundaries.”

CONSERVATION WITHOUT BORDERS

CONFRONTING WILDFIRE IN THE COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE
Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust
Portland, Oregon
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lEverybody wanted to know what was going on and what they could do to help,z recalls Kevin Gorman, executive director of 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust. lThey were just hanging on their phones, their iPads and
computers, looking for what they could do.z The fire was on public land, not on the Trust`s own 1211 acres of privately 
conserved land nearby. But no matter: the Friends saw a need in their own backyard, and they lost no time stepping
in. Staff began posting frequent updates on social media and became a major conduit of information. The media noticed and 
began pointing people toward the Trust`s platforms. The Trust also suspended its own fundraising in favor of soliciting 
donation  ̶ a s total of $46,14 0 on behalf of Hood River Search and Rescue, whose members led the trapped hikers to safety. 
Even before the fire was finally out, the Friends had begun building a coalition to promote recovery in the Gorge promoting 
economic resilience for its communities as well as organizing work parties to rebuild trails and remove invasive plants.



“Jud is thinking beyond his 
own lifetime here.”

Pacific Forest Trust
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WORKING FOREST & FAMILY HERITAGE
Sustainable forestry produces income, protects wildlife habitat
The 1,771-acre Mountcrest Forest—one of the largest privately owned forests in southern Oregon—has been in the 
Parsons family for nearly a century. It’s the landscape motorists admire on their right as they ascend I-5 headed toward 
Mount Ashland and the California border, the territory Pacific Crest Trail hikers traverse just before crossing I-5 headed 
to Canada. It’s the kind of place where great gray owls love to roost, where wolves may roam, where coho salmon get 
their start. The forest straddles the intersection of the Klamath, Siskiyou, and Cascade ranges, one of the most 
biodiverse places in the world.

In an effort to keep Mountcrest Forest healthy and intact, Jud Parsons—who has managed the forest for more than 
60 years—and a handful of like-minded family members chose to buy out the other owners. Large forest acquisitions 
don’t come cheap; such circumstances often lead new owners to increase harvests to cover their costs. Instead, Jud 
chose to sell a conservation easement to the Pacific Forest Trust, ensuring that the property will forever be managed 
for its wood, wildlife, and water. 

“Jud has practiced a form of forestry that works with the natural diversity of these Klamath-Siskiyou forest types, man-
aging for that heterogeneity while reducing wildfire risk,” explains Pacific Forest Trust CEO Connie Best. “It’s the quality 
of forest management that has made Mountcrest habitat so valuable. Jud is thinking beyond his own lifetime here.”

MOUNTCREST FOREST EASEMENT
Pacific Forest Trust
San Francisco, California



“Jud is thinking beyond his 
own lifetime here.”

All the qualities that make 
Springwater Park special 
nearly disappeared, until 

Western Rivers stepped in.
Tyler Roemer/Western Rivers Conservancy
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PRESERVING A LEGACY PARK
Conservancy preserves forest, trailhead at gateway to North Umpqua
Springwater Park markes the start of the North Umpqua Wild and Scenic River Corridor. It provides the westernmost 
trailhead for the 79-mile North Umpqua National Recreation Trail, popular with hikers and mountain bikers. It occupies 
nearly a mile of river frontage on both sides of the North Umpqua, famous for clean, clear water and healthy runs 
of coho and Chinook salmon and steelhead. Its 211 acres contains a largely unbroken stand of old-growth forest 
frequented by otters, elk, and a pair of northern spotted owls. But all the qualities that make Springwater Park special 
very nearly disappeared when Douglas County was forced to sell the property. Then Western Rivers Conservancy 
stepped in.

Rather than selling to an industrial timber company, the county sold the park to Western Rivers Conservancy. Western 
Rivers then conveyed the park to the Bureau of Land Management, which now manages it as part of the Wild and 
Scenic River Corridor. “It was a win-win for the county, the river and the people of Oregon,” says Josh Kling, Western 
River’s conservation director. “We were able to pay the county the value of the property, to ensure this forest stays 
standing and to ensure that the park will remain open to the public forever,” says Kling. Western Rivers is currently 
working to acquire and conserve an additional 247 acres nearby in the North Umpqua Wild and Scenic River Corridor.

NORTH UMPQUA RIVER
Western Rivers Conservancy
Portland, Oregon



 “If we can agree on 
values we all want to 

maintain in perpetuity … 
it’s a win-win.”

William Coit
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COLLABORATION ON THE RANGE
Careful grazing practices help preserve Wallowa County prairie
At 51 square miles, Zumwalt Prairie Preserve is the largest private conservation reserve in Oregon. Yet it occupies only 
about one-tenth of its namesake Zumwalt Prairie, the last remaining expanse of bunchgrass prairie ecosystem native 
to the high-elevation landscape between Hells Canyon and the Wallowa Mountains. The rest of the prairie is privately 
owned ranchland, used for seasonal livestock grazing. Now in a first-of-its-kind easement, The Nature Conservancy is 
collaborating with a neighboring rancher to preserve the region’s traditional grazing while preserving prairie habitat.

To thrive, grasslands need regular disturbance such as that provided in nature from wildfire or from grazing by elk or 
other large mammals. Well-managed livestock grazing can have a similar effect. Since 2005 the Conservancy has been 
experimenting with carefully controlled rotational grazing on its preserve. That caught the eye of Dan Probert, owner of 
the adjacent Lightning Creek Ranch. In 2017 Probert sold TNC a conservation easement on his property, which allows 
grazing but limits development forever and requires that the land be managed in an ecologically sound manner. “It has 
been a great collaborative experience,” Probert told the Conservancy. “If we can agree on values we all want to maintain 
in perpetuity, and I can make a living at ranching, and TNC doesn’t have to pay for maintenance, it’s a win-win.”

Half the funding came from the federal Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Agriculture Land Easement program—
its first use in Oregon. More came from carbon offset funds—apparently the first time in the Northwest where such 
funds have been used to conserve grassland, keeping existing carbon in the soil and in underground plant roots.

ZUMWALT PRAIRIE CONSERVATION EASEMENT
The Nature Conservancy
Portland, Oregon



 “If we can agree on 
values we all want to 

maintain in perpetuity … 
it’s a win-win.”

“By protecting these 
places, we are adding 

certainty to an 
uncertain world.”

North Coast Land Conservancy
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Grant program connects and protects resilient landscapes
As the climate changes, plants and animals move and shift their ranges to stay within their preferred temperature and 
moisture conditions. How can we ensure biodiversity is being conserved when species that currently inhabit the land 
might not be there 100 or even 50 years?

It’s a question that land managers everywhere are puzzling over, and one The Nature Conservancy has tackled head-
on. In 2015 the Conservancy launched its “Conserving Nature’s Stage” project with $6.5 million in funding from the 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. The goal is to protect climate-resilient lands in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. 
The first step was to assess and map the resilience and connectivity of landscapes to climate change across 227 
million acres. Scientists examined geophysical characteristics that increase diversity and resilience—characteristics of 
“nature’s stage” that will not change in a changing climate. The Conservancy then applied that research in choosing 
where to invest those conservation dollars to create a more resilient and connected system of protected lands.

To date, the project has awarded nearly $2 million to protect resilient lands throughout Oregon, from the Rogue River 
and the Willamette Valley to Tillamook Head on the north coast (pictured below). 

“By protecting these places, we are adding certainty to an uncertain world,” said Ken Popper, senior conservation 
planner for the Conservancy’s Oregon program.

INVESTING IN CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE
The Nature Conservancy
Portland, Oregon



PEOPLE ON THE LAND
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WALK THE COAST

GET OUTDOORS
EYES ON THE SKY

Back in 2016, North Coast Land Conservancy hatched an out-of-the-box idea for marking the 
land trust’s 30th anniversary: invite 50 people to spend three days walking the first 30 miles of the 
Oregon Coast Trail, with wayfinding, trailhead shuttles, snacks provided, for a donation of $300. 
The first CoastWalk Oregon was a big success (notwithstanding 35 mph headwinds on Day 1). In 
2017—the 50th anniversary of the Oregon Beach Bill—NCLC enlisted Oregon’s original public-beach 
advocate Gov. Oswald West (reenacted by a local history buff and horseman) to give participants a 
memorable sendoff in Cannon Beach. The 2018 event will take place on the scenic Tillamook Coast.
Gov. Oswald West and his horse, Fred the Freak, greets hikers on Day One of CoastWalk Oregon 2017.

Nonprofit land conservancies in Oregon own and manage more 
land for public benefit than the Oregon State Parks system. But how 
familiar are Oregonians with the permanently conserved forests, rivers, 
and meadows in their own backyard? In 2017 COLT organized the 
first Walk the Land Day, inviting the public to explore, discover, and 
celebrate conservation at 16 events hosted by 13 land trusts. 

In 2018, members of the Coalition of Oregon 
Land Trusts will join together for the 
National Get Outdoors Day on 
Saturday June 9th, to encourage…fun.

Learn more: getoutdoorsoregon.org

The path of totality for the August 2017 solar eclipse cut a swath across the middle of Oregon, from the northern 
coast to the Columbia Plateau. Where to watch? Some people headed to high points in state parks and national 
forests. Others flocked to informal skywatch parties on land trust properties such as Greenbelt Land Trust’s Bald 
Hill Farm outside of Corvallis. About 50 people showed up to watch through eclipse glasses and a telescope set 
up by a land trust member. Most memorable to Rebecca McKay Steinberg, the Trust’s membership and outreach 
coordinator, was the sense of community: “People walking or biking to Bald Hill Farm to share such a magical 
moment together on a beautiful protected landscape.“ 

Southern Oregon Land Conservancy hosted a dragonfly walk as part of the 
2017 Walk the Land Day.

Greenbelt Land Trust encouraged visitors to walk or bicycle to Bald Hill Farm, 
near Corvallis, to watch the eclipse.



Supporting Land Trusts
COLT supports our land trust members in numerous ways, including a robust pro bono legal program to 
help with land transactions and organizational development. In 2017 two dozen attorneys volunteered 
585 hours, saving land trusts more than $100,000 in legal fees. 

Advancing Conservation
In 2017 COLT was central to passing Oregon’s first voluntary farmland protection program. The Oregon 
Agricultural Heritage Program will provide funding and incentives to farmers and ranchers who wish to 
conserve their working lands beyond their lifetimes. 

Engaging Oregonians
In early 2018, COLT launched an ambitious and multiyear initiative to engage more Oregonians in the 
work of land trusts through partnerships, communications, messaging, and creative engagement. The 
special landscapes our conservancies strive to protect are a common thread that connects all Oregonians.

COLT serves and strengthens 
the land trust community of Oregon

Board of directors:
Kathleen Ackley (president) – Wallowa Land Trust

Dan Roix (Vice-president) – Columbia Land Trust

Tim Copeland (treasurer) – Blue Mountain Land Trust

Kevin Gorman (secretary) – Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust

Jon Wickersham (at-large) – North Coast Land Conservancy

Lannce Colburn – Blue Mountains Conservancy

Brad Chalfant – Deschutes Land Trust

Jessica McDonald – Greenbelt Land Trust

Crystal McMahon – Klamath Lake Land Trust

Allan Olson – Lower Nehalem Community Trust

Liz Lawrence – McKenzie River Trust

Frank O’Leary – Northwest Rangeland Trust

Constance Best – Pacific Forest Trust

Cathy Dombi – Southern Oregon Land Conservancy

Tom Pinit – The Conservation Fund

Derek Johson – The Nature Conservancy of Oregon

Owen Wozniak – The Trust for Public Land

Esther Lev – The Wetlands Conservancy

Ann Schmierer – Wild Rivers Land Trust

Executive Director Kelley Beamer with Gov. Kate Brown at the signing of the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program.



BLUE MOUNTAIN 
LAND TRUST

WALLOWA 
LAND TRUST

BLUE MOUNTAINS 
CONSERVANCY

COLUMBIA 
LAND TRUST

GREENBELT 
LAND TRUST

MCKENZIE 
RIVER TRUST

SOUTHERN 
OREGON LAND 
CONSERVANCY

KLAMATH LAKE  
LAND TRUST

DESCHUTES 
LAND TRUST

WILD  RIVERS 
LAND TRUST

LOWER NEHALEM 
COMMUNITY TRUST

NORTH COAST 
LAND CONSERVANCY FRIENDS OF THE COLUMBIA GORGE 

LAND TRUST

Together. For Oregon’s Land.

Kelley Beamer
executive director
Kelley@Oregonlandtrusts.org

Jen Newlin 
communications director
jen@Oregonlandtrusts.org

Mike Running 
administrative coordinator
Mike@Oregonlandtrusts.org

Members of the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts conserve special places across 
Oregon. We restore and steward lands, connect people to special places, and 

help those who care for the land pass it on to the next generation. 
www.oregonlandtrusts.org

Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 
511 South East Morrison Street   
Portland, OR 97214 
503-719-4732
www.OregonLandTrusts.org

facebook.com/oregonlandtrusts

@orlandtrusts

oregon rangeland trust

Pacific Forest Trust

the conservation fund

the nature conservancy

the trust for public land

The wetlands conservancy

Western Rivers Conservancy

Colt members with 
statewide service


