
 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
What a year we have been through. We extend 
our hearts to all of you, hoping you are well 
and safe and healthy.  
 
Last spring, the global pandemic lurched all of 
us out of our daily routines and forced us into 
a new way of life.   
 
For my family, with two working parents, it 
meant loading our kids and dog into a car and 
driving to California where my parents live—
so they could help with child care. We didn’t 
know what the next day held, but we knew 
we’d be stronger with family by our side. As I 
reflect on this, I’m so grateful for the 
opportunity to be near my kids all day, and for 
my children to have cherished time with their 
grandparents.  
 
No doubt we have all been pulled, stretched and challenged in new ways. And through it all, 

I continue to be inspired by your support, how our land trust community has supported each 
other and the ongoing, valuable work we’re all a part of—protecting and celebrating our 
natural world. 
 

Creativity and hope 
We have 29 member organizations and when the pandemic first hit, our community responded.  

• I saw land trust staff work hard to bring nature to our living rooms. Folks recorded the 
first flowers of spring, for instance, to share with people who could not be outdoors.  

• In the last year, Deschutes Land Trust has doubled the acres of high desert they have 
protected.  

• During the summer, The Wetlands Conservancy engaged volunteers in socially 
distanced beaver monitoring. 

• North Coast Land Conservancy led over 20 virtual tours to connect Oregonians to their 
proposed Rainforest Reserve.  

 
You make this possible! Thank YOU for being part of the ingenuity and creativity  

My family—me at work and my kids in school—together during 

this pandemic. 
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of conservation organizations in Oregon and for being a champion for our natural world. 
Consider a donation today! 

Thank you for being part of this incredible conservation community that is stepping up protect 
the places in Oregon we love. We are our better selves and finding new ways to serve our 
communities because of YOU.  

 

Stronger together 
Like a family, we at the Coalition 
of Oregon Land Trusts rely on 

one another to be stronger. While 
it may look different on a Zoom 
screen, our community continues 
to gather from our homes in 
Eugene, Enterprise, Portland, 
Klamath Falls, Hood River, Port 
Orford and all corners of Oregon.  
 

We hosted happy hour meet-ups, 
membership meetings, webinars 
on emergency communications and 

more. Even from home, we’re able to advance a shared mission of saving land and connecting 
people to the places we love, from the Oregon coast to the Willamette Valley to Wallowa 
County.  
 

Your support allows us to BE NIMBLE and BUILD COMMUNITY.  
We help our members build connections, tools and resources they need to protect  

the places you care about. Please consider a contribution today. 
 
Even though our approach to this work 
has evolved this year, our mission 

remains the same. We build relationships 
and advocate for policies to help our 
coalition members do what they do best: 
• Combat climate change by providing 

natural climate solutions.  

• Protect nature’s strongholds that 
support salmon, elk, pronghorn, rare 
pollinators, native plants and clean 
water.  

• Work together to provide safe and 
accessible outdoor opportunities for 
all Oregonians.  

With the challenges of a growing climate 
crisis, loss of species, water availability and increased health disparities, the work of land trusts 
has never been more important.  
 

This year, many of us have found solace and peace in our outdoors. 

Our Coalition on a regular Zoom check-in call 

As a staff, we met at parks for treasured in-person time—while 

wearing masks and staying socially distanced. 
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Protecting the places we love is more important than ever. Thank you for bolstering this effort! 

 
Historic fires 

Dozens of wildfires burned across the West this year—the worst we’ve seen in our state’s recent 
history. In Oregon, over a million acres burned—directly impacting the work of our member 
organizations, the land they steward and the health and safety of us all. We all became familiar 
with the “AQI” Air Quality Index, which was hazardous to so many. We witnessed the 
incredible compassion of our member organizations and their unwavering commitment to 
serving their communities:  
 

• McKenzie River Trust launched a major 
relief fund to support communities 

displaced by fire. They set up calendars to 
coordinate volunteers to work at fire 
refugee stations and they remain 
committed to rebuilding the lands and 
communities in the upper McKenzie Basin.  

• I was on the phone with a board member 
of Southern Oregon Land Conservancy, 
who told me about how he and others were 
opening their homes to provide housing 

to those displaced by fires, or those who 
had lost their homes.  

• Together, we shared resources, news and 
advice for managing the fire crisis.  

 
Please join me in supporting the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts   

by providing a gift to COLT today.  

 

Advocacy 

As we close out the year, we can celebrate the success of 
the national Great American Outdoors Act being signed 

into law—landmark legislation that fully funds the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (you probably know it as 
LWCF)—our nation’s longstanding and most important 
program for protecting our special lands and waters. 
 
It’s been a big election year and our federal government is 
in a major transition; we hope there will be bigger and 
bolder opportunities for Oregon land trusts to protect land 
and address our climate crisis. I was personally so inspired 
to see how many people voted this year in a wave of civic 
engagement. 

 

Volunteers and donations for emergency wildfire relief 

efforts | Photos thanks to McKenzie River Trust  
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I am heartened that we are in this together. Through the 
Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts, Oregonians are creating 
a network of protected lands that will endure.  
 

You uplift the work of 29 organizations and our collective outcomes.  
Consider a year-end gift today. 

 

Standing up for all Oregonians 

Sometimes it takes a crisis to show us new things. This past year I saw a world of have and 
have-nots come into stark relief. I saw passionate protests calling for equity and action. We, at 
COLT, stand in support of racial equality and with all those who demand it. 
 
This year we saw people seeking outdoor spaces in huge numbers, to find solace, fresh air, 
and restoration. Our trails, city parks, and open space were more appreciated than ever. These 
are the values we hold dear and often the very spaces Oregon land trusts are growing and 
stewarding for us all. 
 
I know the new perspectives I gained will stay with me as I continue to lead the Coalition of 
Oregon Land Trusts into a new chapter of conservation. As we look to the future, we will 
continue to learn how land conservation can address community disparities and support 
projects that lead to just outcomes.  
 
We will continue to come together to protect nature, create community and build a resilient 

natural world for all. Thank you for joining me in this honor and challenge.     

 
With gratitude,  
  
 
 
 
Kelley Beamer  
COLT Executive Director 
 
PS 
You are a champion of our natural world, land trusts and building strong communities.  
I cannot express enough how much I appreciate you. 
 
PPS 

Join me today with a gift of $200, or more, and support COLT in serving and strengthening the 

conservation coalition across Oregon. We have 29 organizations as members—we keep 
growing! Your support means we can build connections and advance policies—so we all can 
better serve our landscapes and local communities. Thank you! 

Checker mallow by Jay Mather | Photo thanks to 

Deschutes Land Trust  
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