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About COLT
At COLT, we build connections and
advance policies that protect our
natural world—our water, wildlife and
open spaces—for all people, forever.

370,677 TOTAL ACRES
PROTECTED IN OREGON
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State of the Lands

T

his year is my tenth year
leading the Coalition of Oregon
Land Trusts. When I joined this
community in 2012, the Gray family
had just made a transformational
gift to grow land trust capacity in
Oregon. Through this gift, COLT and the Land Trust
Alliance joined forces to build strong organizations
to tackle the challenges of our time—connecting
fragmented landscapes, restoring river systems,
and connecting people to nature.
Now, ten years later, our organizations continue
this work, but our challenges as a community
have evolved. Climate change is accelerating and
bringing with it record drought and fire. Social and
economic divisions feel greater than ever. In these
pivotal moments, it is critical that we ask ourselves:
who is our work for and who does it benefit?
Who are we leaving out? How do we pursue land
conservation with a justice lens?
To start peeling back this question, COLT
members have embarked on a learning journey
over the last year called The Oregon Land Justice
Project to understand the history of Indigenous
land loss and to restore Indigenous access
and ownership of land and first foods. The
learning journey is about centering the voices
of our Indigenous colleagues, and learning from
Indigenous knowledge and relationship to land.
This approach will build more resilient human and
ecological systems. It is with this lens that we
move our work forward in a way that is equitable
and just.
In this year’s report, you will read about an
Indigenous-led cultural burning and first food
gathering, and how land trusts are deepening our
community connections to bring people together
around land. I hope this report opens inspiration for
what we can do together. 
Kelley Beamer, Executive Director,

Land Acknowledgment
All the land that our coalition members
presently conserve is the historic and current
land of Indigenous peoples. As conservation
organizations, our mission is to conserve land
for future generations, and this work must
include Indigenous people. This means
addressing, not just acknowledging, the reality
of Indigenous land loss in this country. At COLT,
we are committed to developing a framework
within the Oregon land trust community that
is focused on sharing and rematriating land.

Cover photo: Lower Nehalem Community Trusts’s Alder Creek Farm
hosted an event in partnership with People of Color Outdoors through
COLT’s Trusted Lands project. Learn more on page 7. Photo by Andrea
Leoncavallo of Lionhorse Productions.
This page: Pueblo Mountains, by Mark Darnell.

Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts
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WALLOWA LAND TRUST & THE NATURE CONSERVANCY IN OREGON

Enterprise

Reconnecting to the Land,
Culture, and Each Other
Land Trust and Tribal Partnership
Host Root Gathering Event

I

Community potluck held at a local ranch.
Photo by Sarah Kleinhanzl.
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n the Wallowa Valley, an annual traditional
gathering event in collaboration with Wallowa
Land Trust, tribal members, The Nature
Conservancy, and Nez Perce Wallowa Homeland
(NPWH) is working to bring people together, heal
historical trauma, and reconnect Indigenous
people with their ancestral homelands.
Born out of a series of listening sessions with
tribal members at three different reservations in
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, the first gathering
took place in 2019 on two privately owned lands in
Wallowa County.
“Our goal in visiting the Nez Perce Tribe, Colville
Confederated Tribes and Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation was to listen
deeply and understand how our conservation work
intersects with the needs of tribal members. What
we heard over and over again was this theme
of displacement and land loss,” said Kathleen
Ackley, Executive Director of Wallowa Land Trust.
“Internally we began to question the role we
play as a land trust in this loss of access to lands,

“Our goal…was to listen
deeply and understand
how our conservation
work intersected with
the needs of tribal
members.”
Kathleen Ackley, Executive Director of Wallowa Land Trust

Zumwalt Prairie, photo by Sarah Kleinhanzl.

Gatherer Rebecca Miles and her daughter at the spring gathering.
Photo by Sarah Kleinhanzl.

Wallowa Land Trust protects the rural nature of
Wallowa County by working cooperatively with private
landowners, Indigenous people, local communities and
governmental entities to conserve land. wallowalandtrust.
org

tradition and culture for Indigenous families in our
region. How did our colonial conservation culture
exacerbate this problem and how could we change
that?” What resulted was a weekend retreat
hosted by the land trust for 17 traditional gatherers
from four different reservations, followed by a
community potluck. Touched deeply by the event,
tribal members, landowners, and community
members pushed to see it become an annual
tradition.
Wallowa Land Trust teamed up with The Nature
Conservancy in 2021 to increase the size and
scope of the event to meet the growing interest.
Attendance nearly quintupled in 2021, with more
than 75 tribal members gathering First Foods and
medicines over the course of three days. Not only
did the number of tribal members increase, but
the number of landowners participating increased
as well, welcoming gatherers to more than 36,000
acres of land.
“This experience has influenced how we think
about land access and our work as a land trust.
Now in our third year, we’ve learned a lot and we
are humbled by how enthusiastic the participation
has been,” said Kathleen.
Going forward, they expect that the event
will continue to be tribal and community driven.
They’ve even brought on a project manager to
build on the collaborative effort.
“One of the key takeaways that we heard
after the 2021 gathering was a desire for more
Indigenous leadership,” said Sarah Kleinhanzl,
Communications and Outreach Coordinator for
Wallowa Land Trust. “So hiring an Indigenous
gatherer to be the Project Manager for the 2022
event was the clear path forward.” 
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MCKENZIE RIVER TRUST

Eugene

Reclaiming Fire
Indigenous-Led Cultural Burning
Training Brings Healthy Fire
Back to the Land

L

ast October, 15 Indigenous fire practitioners,
their families, and more than 10 community
groups gathered at Andrew Reasoner Wildlife
Preserve outside of Eugene for a cultural burn
training—an important fire management technique
and traditional ecological practice used since time
immemorial by Indigenous people in this region.
Practitioners joined from different tribes across the
region to reclaim their ancestral knowledge of how
fire was used on the land.
Located on Chelamela & Chemapho Kalapuyan
homelands, Andrew Reasoner Wildlife Preserve is
presently held in easement with McKenzie River
Trust, and owned by Linda and Doug Carnine, who
have played an instrumental role in supporting
these trainings.

“Because my tribe was displaced
from our ancestral lands…we had
to reclaim our knowledge of
how fire was used by our people
and relearn what it means to
work with it.”
Jessica Douglas, member of the
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians

“Ultimately what we want to do as landowners
is return land to Indigenous people, but until that
can happen our goal is to share this land so people
have guaranteed access to collect traditional foods
and cultural items for art and plants, practice cultural burning, and meet and have ceremony,” said
Linda Carnine, who is also a McKenzie River Trust
board member.
Before colonization, cultural burns took place
regularly, creating a healthy, resilient landscape.
But for the last 200 years, cultural burning has
been almost fully banned by federal and state
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Trainees and practitioners at Andrew Reasoner Wildlife Preserve.
Photos by Brian Bull, KLCC.

agencies, leaving landscapes in the Pacific Northwest without healthy fire, which has resulted in
mega-fires and habitat loss across the west.
The burn that took place on this property in
October was the first in 150 years. This training was
a step toward empowering and centering Indigenous leadership in fire management in Oregon.
“Because my tribe was displaced from our ancestral
lands, terminated by the federal government,
and then restored in 1977, we had to reclaim our
knowledge of how fire was used by our people
and relearn what it means to work with it,” shared
training participant Jessica Douglas, a member
of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, in a
recent article in High Country News.
Partnerships between private landowners
like the Carnines and nonprofit agencies provide
a unique opportunity to restore connections
between people and place. 

McKenzie River Trust helps people protect and care
for the lands and rivers they cherish in western Oregon.
mckenzieriver.org

A Year in Review
Stories From Land Trusts Across Oregon

Photo by Andrea Leoncavallo.

of habitats for native plants,
animals, songbirds, raptors
and reptiles will be conserved
and cherished forever. SOLC
envisions occasional hikes,
stewardship events, and access
for school programs and visitors
in the future.

Lower Nehalem
Community Trust

Pompadour Bluff, photo courtesy of Southern Oregon Land Conservancy.

Southern Oregon
Land Conservancy
Southern Oregon Land
Conservancy (SOLC)’s newest
conservation area is a dramatic
and intriguing rocky outcrop
called Pompadour Bluff.
Surrounded by intact oak
woodland and grasslands, this
bluff just east of Ashland in the

Cascade Foothills is so iconic
that in 2011, SOLC sent a handwritten letter to the owner,
asking if he would consider
conserving it. Turns out SOLC
was already in his will, and his
intention was to donate what
has become the Harry and
Marilyn Fisher Preserve for
long-term protection. This year,
SOLC acquired the bluff and
surrounding 55 acres, ensuring
that its distinctive complex

Lower Nehalem Community
Trust (LNCT) and People of
Color Outdoors (POCO) worked
together this spring to plan
and design an outing for POCO
members at Alder Creek Farm.
As part of COLT’s Trusted Lands
pilot program led by Mauricio
Valadrian, the goal of this project
is to build long-term, reciprocal
partnerships rooted in trust
with land trusts and diverse
organizations. With more than
12 attendees of all ages, POCO
spent a beautiful May morning
with Indigenous naturalist
and guide David Barrios and
LNCT’s Ben Pittenger, letting
their curiosity guide them. They
explored the trails, kept an eye
out for wildlife, and even got to
inspect an elk carcass.
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The Nature
Conservancy in Oregon
The Nature Conservancy in
Oregon (TNC)’s Sycan Marsh
Preserve was in the direct path
of the Bootleg Fire that ripped
through south central Oregon
last summer, threatening to
destroy full stands of trees and
facilities including a research
center. But as the fire entered
the preserve, it began to drop
down to the forest floor—a much
more manageable situation for
firefighters. For more than two
decades, TNC has been working
with The Klamath Tribes and
other partners to replicate
more natural forest conditions
at Sycan Marsh through
ecologically thinning overgrown
forest areas and using
prescribed burning. Though the
Bootleg Fire did burn through
large parts of the preserve, it did
so with much lower intensity in
areas where these restoration
treatments were applied. This
scenario serves as an important
case study to learn how
reducing fuel on the forest floor
and ecologically-based forest
management can change the
course of wildfires, especially in
the face of climate change.

Bootleg Fire at Sycan Marsh. Photo by
Brady Holden.
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The Trust for
Public Land

Lupine Meadows. Photo by Jessica Billey.

Woodblock prints by Jessica Billey.

Greenbelt Land Trust
Greenbelt Land Trust and COLT
worked together to commission
Eugene-based artist Jessica
Billey to create an original piece
of artwork inspired by Lupine
Meadows, a serene upland
and wetland habitat home
to an incredible diversity of
plants and animals, including
the endangered Fender’s Blue
Butterfly. Jessica spent several
days visiting Lupine Meadows,
and was inspired to create a
one-of-a-kind woodblock print
that celebrates the resilience
of the Fender’s Blue. As part
of COLT’s Art on the Land
project, Jessica was one of
four artists across the state
who were connected with land
trusts in their area to create
original works of art inspired by
land. These pieces were then
raffled off in December, with
all proceeds benefiting the
Chúush Fund to support water
infrastructure on the Warm
Springs Reservation.

The Trust for Public Land worked
with the town of Butte Falls to
acquire more than 430 acres
of land near a historic mill site
and the falls of Big Butte Creek
to create a Community Forest.
After nearly two decades of
planning, this piece of land is
now community owned, and
managed by residents for
residents for wildfire resiliency,
forest health, and public recreation. The Community Forest
will have multi-use trails and will
also serve as an outdoor classroom for students at Butte Falls
Charter School. It will open to
the public in spring of 2022.

Butte Falls. Photo by Lori Paxton.

Deschutes Land Trust
Deschutes Land Trust launched
a statewide effort this fall with
Western Monarch Advocates
to create habitat for Western
monarch butterflies in the
butterfly’s migration range
in Oregon. Thanks to funding
from U.S. Forest Service
International Programs, the
Deschutes Land Trust was able
to build on their 2019 Monarch
Butterfly Conservation Program
and launch a new effort to
work with local partners to
plant milkweed and other
pollinator plants in Central
Oregon, Southern Oregon, the
Umpqua River Valley, and in
Portland. The effort includes
a wide variety of activities
like free native milkweed and
other native pollinator-friendly
plants to be planted in backyard
gardens, schools, and local parks
throughout Central Oregon
and beyond.

A monarch butterfly rests on rabbitbrush flowers. Photo courtesy of Deschutes Land Trust.

Forest Park
Conservancy
Forest Park Conservancy hosted
a hike through Forest Park this
fall with queer environmentalist
and community builder Pattie
Gonia. The hike was part of
her HiQueen Tour designed
for members of the LGBTQ+
community and allies to build
community and foster allyship in
the outdoors. The Pattie Gonia
community was created to uplift
LGBTQ people, and to give a
platform to other voices and
organizations. 

Forest Park hike with Pattie Gonia, photo courtesy of Forest Park Conservancy.
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THE WETLAND CONSERVANCY

Portland Metro Area

Learning on
the Land
Nonprofit Partners with School to
Build Skills and Steward Wetlands
Photo courtesy of The Wetlands Conservancy.

Photo courtesy of The Wetlands Conservancy.

W

hether identifying and removing invasive
species, installing bird boxes, planting native
plants, or conducting community science surveys
for amphibians, students in Cascade Education
Corps (CEC) are getting to know their local
wetlands, and becoming the next generation of
environmental stewards.
For more than a decade, The Wetlands
Conservancy has partnered with students and staff
at CEC, an alternative public high school based out
of Creekside Community High School in Tigard, OR.
The year-long program gives students real-world
experience and helps them discover career paths
that are both ecologically and economically viable,
while connecting to nature, community, and self.
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Teacher and crew leader Michelle Waldram has
been essential to co-developing the partnership
and co-creating opportunities for youth, building
a community of youth engaged in ecological
restoration, conservation, leadership, and learning.
“Out of all the opportunities that CEC provides for
its students, the most unique and important are
opportunities to do something real, meaningful,
and challenging, with people who really have their
back,” said Waldram. “It is that experience, over
the course of a year, which shifts the way they
see themselves and what they are capable of. For
that to happen, we need partners who are willing
to trust us to do real, meaningful work—which is
something we’ve always been able to count on
with The Wetlands Conservancy.”
This year, students installed beaver dam
analogues (BDAs) at Hart Wetlands and learned
about beavers, hydrology, and how wetlands
function. Students returned six months later and
saw how much sediment was caught behind
the BDAs and got to see first hand how catching
nutrients and slowing erosion helps wetlands.
With a handful of TWC’s preserves in the TigardTualatin area, the partnership was a natural fit for
both stewardship and education. “It’s amazing to
see students develop an appreciation for nature and
understand the benefits these green spaces create,”
said The Wetland Conservancy’s Stewardship
Director Megan Garvey. 

The Wetlands Conservancy’s mission is to conserve
and steward Oregon’s wetlands in partnership with
communities. wetlandsconservancy.org

COLUMBIA LAND TRUST

Portland Metro Area

Restoring a Critical
Salmon Stopover
South Tongue Point Acquisition
Benefits Both Students and Salmon

F

or the last several years, Columbia Land Trust,
Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce
(CREST), and Clatsop Community College have
been developing a shared vision to restore critical
salmon habitat in the Columbia River Basin, while
also creating a living laboratory for budding
environmental scientists.
In 2021, this vision moved one step closer
to becoming a reality when Columbia Land
Trust acquired and immediately transferred 82
acres of land on South Tongue Point to Clatsop
Community College. Located in Astoria along the
main stem of the Columbia River, South Tongue
Point is home to tidal wetlands, key riparian areas,
and critical habitat for salmon and migrating birds.
It is also adjacent to Clatsop Community College’s
Marine and Environmental Research Training
Station (MERTS) campus, making it a perfect living
classroom for environmental science students.
Columbia Land Trust’s Conservation Lead Lydia
Mendoza is especially excited about this project.
“We are thrilled that this habitat for juvenile
salmonids will be forever protected and will serve
as a resource for students.”
South Tongue Point is a critical stopover
for migrating salmon, where they spend time
acclimating and feeding before completing their
journey to the Pacific Ocean. CREST will head up
efforts to restore this area by creating 14 acres of
channelized tidal habitat.
“This partnership is an excellent example of
a community-based project that draws on the
strengths of each organization to build something
greater than we could do alone,” said CREST
Director Denise Löfman. The college expects
that students will be learning on the land in 2023,
with roughly 30 students conducting studies and
performing surveys each term. 

South Tongue Point, photo by Doug Gorsline.

“We are thrilled that this habitat for
juvenile salmonids will be forever
protected and will serve as a
resource for students.”
Lydia Mendoza, Columbia Land Trust’s
Conservation Lead

Columbia Land Trust conserves and cares for the
vital lands, waters, and wildlife of the Columbia River
region through sound science and strong relationships.
columbialandtrust.org
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OREGON DESERT LAND TRUST & THE NATURE CONSERVANCY IN OREGON

Bend

Protecting the
Sagebrush Sea
Landmark Aquisition Builds Habitat
Connectivity and Climate Resiliency

N

estled in the Great Basin, the southeastern
corner of Oregon is a vast mosaic of aspen
woodlands, grasslands, creeks, wet meadows, and
sagebrush-steppe. It is home to rare plants and
wet meadows that fuel life throughout the year,
supporting a diverse array of birds and wildlife
like California bighorn sheep, pygmy rabbit, and
pronghorn antelope, as well as vulnerable species
like greater sage-grouse and Lahontan cutthroat
trout.
So when Oregon Desert Land Trust (ODLT) had
the opportunity to secure nearly 17,000 acres
nestled among and between the Pueblo and Trout
Creek mountains last year, they saw unparalleled
potential to build a connected, climate-resilient
landscape linking more than one million acres of
wildlife habitat. The project area encompasses
nearly 800 square miles and helps connect several
established conservation areas, including two national wildlife refuges and a wilderness area. Many
of the project area’s mountain streams and springs
drain to Oregon's driest spot—the Alvord Basin—
providing critical water to a desert landscape.
Restoring sensitive habitats and facilitating
innovative public land management are critical
to maintaining the important resiliency and connectivity across this open space. Thanks to strong
partnerships with the land owner, The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), and other supporters, this land
in the Pueblo and Trout Creek Mountains can be
protected forever.
“Oregon Desert Land Trust embodied a collaborative attitude during the discovery, negotiation,
and closing process, and we are personally confident that we made the right choice in terms of
passing stewardship of the property,” said Duane
Grant, of Grant 4D Farms, who sold the property.
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Pronghorn, photo by Greg Burke.

Trout Creek Ranch is one of the largest conservation projects in Oregon and fundraising
efforts continue for acquisition costs and future
stewardship activities across such varied landscapes. ODLT and TNC are creating collaborative
land management strategies that will help
establish regional conservation goals. The two
partners are contemplating multiple stewardship
projects, including restoring 2,500 acres of vital
wet meadow habitat for birds along the Pacific
Flyway, prioritizing soil health in agricultural fields

Pueblo Mountains, photo by Mark Darnell.

and managing livestock grazing to achieve both
economic and ecological goals.
“This is a big win for conservation efforts in
Oregon’s high desert, but it’s just the beginning.
The project provides a foundation for working with
others to create thoughtful approaches and solutions to a number of the challenges facing lands
across the region,” said Brent Fenty of Oregon
Desert Land Trust.
ODLT will continue building partnerships with
tribal communities, land managers, ranchers, and
other groups and individuals to connect these wild
and working lands that benefit both wildlife and
people. These lands have outsized importance in
an arid landscape and managing them to sustain
healthy habitats, abundant wildlife, and the resource-dependent economies of local communities
is critical to the future of Oregon’s high desert. 

“[We see] unparalleled
potential to build a
connected, climateresilient landscape
linking more than
one million acres of
wildlife habitat.”
Oregon Desert Land Trust works to preserve
the wild character of Oregon’s high desert.
oregondesertlandtrust.org
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Creating a
Better Oregon
Uniting Land Trusts Across the State

Illustrated map created by Portland-based design firm Jolby for our Oregon I Am campaign.

Our mission is to serve
and strengthen the
land trust community
in Oregon.
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A

t COLT, we advocate for innovative policy,
partnerships, and programs for a thriving
Oregon. The following is a short description of a
few projects we are proud of.

Photo by Sam Beebe.

Oregon Land Justice Project

›Pro-Bono Legal Services

In 2021, COLT launched a year-long Learning
Journey to support a cohort of 65 land trust staff
to focus on land reparations to tribal communities
and sharing conservation resources to support
Indigenous sovereignty.
The purpose of the Oregon Land Justice Project
is to learn how to partner with Indigenous people
in their efforts to reclaim and reconnect to their
traditional landscapes and first foods.
The Oregon Land Justice Project seeks to
transform the knowledge, thinking, and actions
of the conservation community to focus on
expanding Indigenous stewardship of land in order
to repair relationships, grant legal access, share,
and repatriate land.

COLT provides no-cost legal services to our
member organizations by connecting them
with generous volunteer attorneys. Th Pro-Bono
program ensures that land conservation is legally
durable and lasting. Last year this program
donated more than $150,000 in free services to
land trusts.

Connecting People to Land Trusts
Land trusts transformed the state of Oregon by
protecting more than 371,000 acres for people
and wildlife, yet land trusts are not widely known.
We’re working to change that.
In 2021, COLT launched The Oregon I Am
campaign to better connect to the diverse
communities we serve and amplify the work of
land trusts. As part of this campaign, we built the
first-ever map of 81 places anyone can visit thanks
to land trusts! We also brewed beer inspired by
land, developed an Oregon-themed game, and
made a film that shares diverse perspectives—all
with the core message of connecting to what we
love about Oregon and the outdoors. This effort
recruited more than 3,000 new people to the land
trust movement.
Together, our coalition has taken up the charge
to better serve our whole communities, and not
just those currently engaged in our work.

Community Drinking Water
Reliable, clean drinking water is tied to healthy
lands. Well-managed land that surround our
waterways help make our water cleaner and
cooler—supporting ecosystems, fish and wildlife,
and community drinking water. When these lands
are protected, they can help ensure clean water
sources for generations to come. COLT’s Water
Project works to accelerate the pace and scale
of protecting Oregon’s drinking water sources by
through land conservation.
We champion the connection between healthy
lands, healthy waters, and healthy communities. 
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Our Members
Legend
Overlapping Service Areas

North Coast
Land Conservancy

Forest Park
Conservancy

Friends of the
Columbia Gorge Land Trust

Lower Nehalem
Community Trust

Wallowa
Land Trust
Columbia
Land Trust

Blue Mountain
Land Trust

Greenbelt
Land Trust

Deschutes
Land Trust

McKenzie
River Trust

Wild Rivers
Land Trust

Southern Oregon
Land Conservancy

Oregon Desert
Land Trust

Klamath Lake
Land Trust

STATEWIDE WORK

REGIONAL WORK (see map)

Center for Natural Lands Management
Ducks Unlimited
Pacific Forest Trust
The Conservation Fund
The Nature Conservancy in Oregon
The Trust for Public Land
The Wetlands Conservancy
Western Rivers Conservancy

Blue Mountain Land Trust
Columbia Land Trust
Deschutes Land Trust
Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust
Forest Park Conservancy
Greenbelt Land Trust
Klamath Lake Land Trust
Lower Nehalem Community Trust
McKenzie River Trust
North Coast Land Conservancy
Oregon Desert Land Trust
Southern Oregon Land Conservancy
Wallowa Land Trust
Wild Rivers Land Trust

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Black Oregon Land Trust
Cerro Gordo Land Conservancy
Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District
East Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District
Helvetia Community Association
Northwest Rangeland Trust
Oregon Agricultural Trust
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
View the Future
Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation District

511 SE Morrison Street
Portland, OR 97214
info@oregonlandtrusts.org
oregonlandtrusts.org

@oregonlandtrusts
@orlandtrusts
@orlandtrusts

STATE OF THE LANDS 2022 is our
2021 annual report and year in review.
Published May, 2022
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