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At COLT, we build connections and advance policies 
that protect our natural world—our water, wildlife 
and open spaces—for all people, forever.

For the past decade, land trusts in Oregon 

have worked together to protect the lands and 

waters we love. While members of the Coalition 

of Oregon Land Trusts all work in different 

ways, what unites us is a common mission of 

conserving land for people and wildlife.  

Land trusts bring communities together to protect 

habitat, clean water, working farms, forests and important cultural 

resources that are of the land and on the land. Land trusts work to 

achieve our statewide goals, not through regulation but through 

collaboration. At the core of this work are people.

When I started at the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts more than 

ten years ago, we had 17 members. We are now 31 strong. Thanks to 

our community, we have built a united voice to advocate for policies 

and programs that conserve our lands and waters and we have 

demonstrated impact—like the momentous reclassifying of the Fender’s 

blue butterfly, whose comeback is connected to the work of many 

organizations working together over decades. 

Our impact stems from how we steward and love our lands—like 

Forest Park Conservancy whose approach to forest management flows 

through Traditional Ecological Knowledge of their Indigenous staff.  

This year’s State of the Lands report is about land, people, and how 

they are interconnected. It is about us learning new and deeper ways 

to connect to the land and understanding its healing force for us all. In 

the words of Robin Wall Kimmerer, “Take care of the land as if our lives 

and the lives of all our relatives depend on it. Because they do.”

Thank you for being part of this movement.

Kelley Beamer 

Executive Director, Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts

We are all connected.
Letter from our Executive Director
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Cover collage photos  
from left to right:  
Hiking Paulina 
Preserve courtesy of 
Deschutes Land Trust; 
Fender’s blue butterfly 
on lupine courtesy of 
Greenbelt Land Trust; 
landscape from the 
Oregon Land Justice 
Project’s site visit to  
The Confederated 
Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation.



For Black Oregon Land Trust (BOLT), land is 
the foundation for relationship, freedom, and 
well-being. And for the first time, BOLT now 
has 10 acres of their own in Corbett for Black 
farmers and land stewards to reconnect to 
the land, build land-based relationships, and 
continue to change the narrative of what 
farming looks like. 
 

“The hope is that this first 10 acres will be the 
seed of what could be a 30 to 40 acre hub and 
model for sustainable agriculture, education, 
and for gathering and learning,” said Qiddist 
Ashe, Executive Director of BOLT.

BOLT was born in 2020 from a collection 
of mothers, herbalists, and community 
organizers, including Qiddist, who has worked 
in early childhood education, midwifery, 
maternal health, and public policy.

BL ACK OREGON 
L AND TRUST

Corbett, Oregon

Planting the Seeds  
for Land Sovereignty

Black Oregon Land Trust secures their first 10 acres 
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Volunteer day with Mudbone Grown Farm and Black Oregon Land Trust in 
Corbett, Oregon. Photo courtesy of Black Oregon Land Trust.

“While those seem like really separate things to some 
people, to me, they’re all interconnected. We can’t 
grow healthy food, or have economically sustainable 
communities, or access to housing, or protect our 
waterways without relationship to land,” said Qiddist.

BOLT’s work centers on eliminating systemic barriers 
that prevent Black communities from accessing land, 
and their programs are anchored by three pillars: land 
access and preservation, farming and food justice, 
and cultural sovereignty.

“On the broadest level, my hope is that BOLT shows 
what is possible in the realm of reconnecting to 
land and reorienting to land-based relationships—
particularly for people across the African diaspora,” 
said Qiddist. “I think there’s a lot of conversation right 
now about communities wanting to be land-based, 
but the dreams aren’t often realized because of many 
real and perceived barriers.”

For the past two 
years, BOLT has 
been visioning and 
stewarding its dreams 
alongside Mudbone 
Grown, a Black-
owned community 
farm enterprise 
tending a 19-acre 
plot tucked into 
the hills of Corbett. 
Mudbone Grown has 
been leasing their 
land for five years, growing food for more than 100 
families each month. But with leased land comes 
uncertainty—how much do you invest in the land, the 
soil, the infrastructure, and long-term planning if the 
future of your tenancy is uncertain?

So when 10 acres came up for sale adjacent to the 
Mudbone Grown Farm, BOLT lept into action. Now as 
of last fall, that 10 acres belongs to BOLT and has been 
secured for farming, education, and more. They have 
a vision for their home base that includes a gathering 
and healing space, agrotourism, green workforce 
diversification programs, livestock, a fruit tree forest, 
and even more acreage in the future.

“There’s a really beautiful riparian area on the land that 
needs some restoration and care. We’re hoping it’s an 
opportunity to not only restore the space, but use it 
as an education opportunity that supports pathways 
into green workforce roles for Black and brown young 
people to get into the field of conservation and 
forestry,” said Qiddist.

Into 2023, BOLT is continuing to raise funds for this 
project. To learn more and support their work, visit 
blackoregonlandtrust.org

Photo courtesy of Black Oregon  
Land Trust.

Black Oregon Land Trust’s  
home base vision.
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Connecting farmers to affordable land
In 2022, Willow & Oak Farm and Barn Swallow Blossoms 
entered their second year of farming at McKenzie River 
Trust (MRT)’s Berggren Watershed Conservation Area. 
The farm produces cut flowers, eggs, and meat through 
sustainable agricultural processes. Affordable land access 
is one of the greatest barriers for the next generation of 
farmers, and MRT is helping young farmers incubate their 
businesses by providing affordable land and housing.

Cultivating a community garden at Alder Creek Farm
Lower Nehalem Land Trust’s Alder 
Creek Farm Community Garden 
is a hands-on, sustainable food 
production project that grows 
healthy, affordable, organic food 
for Garden volunteers and the 
community. The garden’s berries, 
vegetables, herbs, fruit trees, and 

ducks are tended by over 50 volunteers. Last growing 
season, in addition to the harvest taken home by the 
gardeners, the Farm donated 1,200 pounds of fresh fruit 
and vegetables to the community’s food scarcity partners 
including the North County Food Bank, The Nehalem Bay 
Food Pantry, and a LatinX support program.

Establishing a demonstration forest for climate resilience 
On the side of Mt. Ashland just west of Interstate-5 is an 
extraordinarily diverse 1,120-acre forest. Purchased by 
Pacific Forest Trust last year, it will become a demonstration 
forest providing habitat and a wildlife corridor for 
numerous threatened, vulnerable, and endangered 
species along Oregon’s Siskiyou Crest. Forest management 
will be focused on restoring climate resilience, testing new 
approaches for fire management, and habitat restoration.

2022: PRESERVING FOOD, FARMS, AND FORESTS



Nestled in the Tualatin Mountains just north of Forest 
Park is the Ancient Forest Preserve (AFP)—39 acres of 
land that holds one of the region’s last stands of old 
growth. The Preserve is abundant and teeming with 
life—from towering 600-year-old Doug Firs to the lichens 
growing on its bark to the owls nesting on its branches.

Forest Park Conservancy (FPC) helps steward and 
care for Forest Park, but most of the land they tend 
is owned by Portland Parks and Recreation. Forest 
Park Conservancy purchased the AFP in 1993 in order 
to prevent it from being logged. Since then, the AFP 
has been resting. Then two years ago, Forest Park 
Conservancy’s Land Stewardship and Workforce 
Development Manager Matt McLean started utilizing 
more traditional land stewardship practices in 
conjunction with modern machinery and techniques. 

Drawing on his experience, Matt’s approach to caring 
for the land is about finding balance—between planting 
for a changing climate and drawing from traditions 
that have evolved over hundreds of thousands of years 
spanning generations of Indigenous peoples in order to 
preserve cultural ties to the land. 

“Our main goal is to make sure the land continues to 
function as a first foods bank, medicine preserve, and 

ceremonial grounds—on top of critical habitat for 
numerous animals that live there,” said Matt, who 

is a tribal member of the Metepenagiag 
Mi’kmaq Nation. “I don’t spray anything 
with herbicides. Everything’s done by 
hand or with tools we’ve developed and 

things I’ve learned from my mentors.”
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FOREST PARK 
CONSERVANCY

Portland, Oregon

Stewarding the  
Land for People

Forest Park Conservancy uses Traditional Ecological  
Knowledge to revive an old growth forest

Lichen Agaric in the Ancient Forest Preserve. 
Photo by Matt McLean.

“I was born in Coast Salish territory, now so-called 
Vancouver, BC. I’ve lived off and on my reservation 
over the years, I’ve lived in Hawaii, all over. I have 
been a traveler for a long time and I am a guest 
in these lands,” said Matt. “I’m not a stand-in for 
Chinook; Grand Ronde, or other Tribal people from 
this area, I intend to respect the salmon people and 
prioritize doing things in a good way and being of 
service, which means advocating for lands to be 
returned to the original stewards here, and working 
on restoring lands that have been destroyed or 
degraded by non-native plants and people.”

Traditional Ecological Knowledge is rooted in the 
belief that there are relationships between all living 
beings, and that humans are not separate from the 
land, but an essential part of it.  

“The land is the people. The people are a reflection 
of the land. The idea that humanity does not belong 
in the places that we have thrived in since time 
immemorial is one of the most harmful ideas that has 
come out of Western ideologies,” said Matt.

FPC has opened the Preserve to Indigenous people 
in the community for traditional harvests, and is 
working to build partnerships with local tribes and 
Native organizations.

“That is land justice. Increasing habitat, increasing 
access for peoples, and ultimately giving land back to 
Indigenous people. This is the way forward.”

Learn more at forestparkconservancy.org

MATT MCLEAN, LAND STEWARDSHIP  
AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER  
AT FOREST PARK CONSERVANCY

“That is land justice.  

Increasing habitat, increasing 

access for peoples, and ultimately 

giving land back to Indigenous 

people. This is the way forward.”

Caption for photo. 
Matt McLean in the  

Ancient Forest Preserve.
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Two hundred years ago, the Willamette 
Valley was a diverse landscape with 
more than a million acres of verdant 
prairie. Today less than one percent of 
this habitat remains. The conversion and 
development of prairies in the Willamette 
Valley pushed many species to the brink 
of extinction, including one small, silvery 
butterfly—the Fender’s blue.

“There’s nothing particularly vulnerable 
about the Fender’s blue butterfly. 

Their habitat just disappeared,” said Matt Benotsch, 
Outreach Manager at Greenbelt Land Trust, who has 
been working in the partnership to protect the species 
for twenty years.

Matt’s work with Fender’s blue started during his 
time at The Nature Conservancy, where he worked to 
protect prairie habitat holding the species for 19 years. 
When he started working in Fender’s habitat, the 
species was down to 30 to 50 known populations.

Today, due in part to Greenbelt Land Trust and 
a strong network of conservation partners, the 
once-endangered Fender’s blue butterfly has been 
reclassified from endangered to threatened. 

“It’s really rewarding to see  decades of work by 
hundreds of people and dozens of organizations come 
to fruition. It takes a while for restorations to mature, 
and for more and more  land to be protected in a 
strategic way to help species like Fender’s,” Matt said. 

“This kind of success story is a result of conservation 
partnerships and conservation funding—private, public, 
and Tribal.”

Endemic to the Willamette Valley, the larvae of 
Fender’s blue butterfly exclusively feed on Kincaid’s 
lupine, moving through their entire  life cycle within a 
few hundred meters of the plant where they hatched: 
hatching, feeding, mating, laying eggs, and ultimately 
dying among the lupines. 
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GREENBELT 
L AND TRUST

Corvallis, Oregon

Saving a Butterfly  
on the Brink

Greenbelt Land Trust and partners help the  
Fender’s blue butterfly fly off the endangered species list

Female Fender’s blue butterfly on Kincaid’s lupine.  
Photo courtesy of Greenbelt Land Trust.
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Over the last 34 years, Greenbelt Land Trust has 
protected 4,000 acres in the Willamette Valley and is 
currently restoring habitat at three properties key to 
the recovery of Fender’s Blue: Lupine Meadows, Bald 
Hill Farm, and Mulkey Ridge Forest. Additionally, they’ve 
been working with landowners to protect and restore 
lupine and prairie habitat on their own properties, 
creating a patchwork of connected landscapes. 

“We don’t have to lose these species. We just have to do 
the work to maintain their habitat. We can save what’s 
still there,” said Matt.

While their efforts have paid off, the work isn’t done. 
Prairie habitat is fire adapted, which means it relies 
on fire to remain healthy. It requires continual human 

interaction like burning or mowing to sustain the 
land and deter invasive weeds and woody plants 
that threaten to push out native species. But this 
work is critical, especially in a changing climate and a 
biodiversity crisis.

“By protecting, restoring, and maintaining habitat for 
Fender’s blue, we’ve also helped other species that 
rely on prairies in the Willamette Valley. Grassland 
birds like meadowlarks, over 100 species of butterflies, 
small mammals, and raptors. They all benefit from this 
work on Fender’s. That’s the beauty of saving land and 
restoring habitat.”

Learn more about their work at 
greenbeltlandtrust.org

Conserving oaks in the East Cascades
For the last six years, Columbia Land 
Trust has been working to save oaks as 
part of the collaborative East Cascades 
Oak Partnership (ECOP). Last August, 
ECOP was awarded $7.1 million from 
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board Oregon to protect and restore 
this landscape. Oregon white oak 
occupies diverse niches in the East 
Cascades, supporting more than 200 
species and building climate resilience 
in the region.

2022: PROTECTING WILDLIFE AND WILD PLACES

Managing land for sage grouse
Trout Creek Ranch, acquired by 
Oregon Desert Land Trust (ODLT) 
in 2021, spans the Trout Creek and 
Pueblo Mountains. These high-
elevation ranges support nearly 20% 
of Oregon’s greater sage-grouse 
population and are recognized as one 
of the most important sage grouse 
conservation areas in the US. ODLT 
and its partners and volunteers are 
managing these lands for future 
generations of people and wildlife.

Protecting habitat for an  
endangered fairy shrimp
The Agate Desert in Southern Oregon 
contains seasonal vernal pools 
that only sparkle with water during 
the wet season and support three 
federally listed species including the 
vernal pool fairy shrimp. In 2021, The 
Nature Conservancy transferred three 
preserves in the Agate Desert to 
Southern Oregon Land Conservancy, 
who also holds four conservation 
easements there as well.



After two years of planning and collaboration, 
Chiloquin Elementary in Klamath County now has 
a brand new green school yard. But this new space 

is more than a playground—it’s a 
gathering place for the community. 

The revitalized schoolyard is a place 
for everyone, with interpretive walking 
paths, a student-created mural, a 
community garden, a restored meadow, 
play areas for all ages, and a covered 
basketball court—one of the only 
shaded areas in town. 

The town of Chiloquin is nestled 
along the banks of the Sprague and 
Williamson River, and is the the capital 

of Klamath Nation. More than half of the residents 
identify as Native American.

“This is a big deal for a little small town—for the kids 
and the community to see that people are investing 
their time, money, and resources—that they’re doing 
this with us,” said Art Ochoa, who is retired educator 
and enrolled member of the Klamath Tribes with 
deep ties to Chiloquin. 

The project became a reality thanks to collaboration 
between the Trust for Public Land, Willamette 
Partnership, and the people of Chiloquin. Every part 
of the schoolyard was planned with the community. 

“When community members help design, inform, and 
share their concerns, they use the space more,” said 
Kristin Kovalik, Oregon State Program Director for the 
Trust for Public Land, who was instrumental in the 
project. “It provides more ownership and a sense of 
pride. They see themselves reflected in the design,” 
she said.

They also developed a brand new mural for the space. 
Artist Len Wilder worked with middle school students 
to envision a mural that would capture the past, 
present, and future of Chiloquin. It is now a beacon for 
the vibrant, thriving future the students envision for 
their community.

Teachers and the principal at Chiloquin Elementary 
are seeing other impacts of the playground already.

“Academic scores have improved. Attendance has 
improved. Behavior issues on the playground have 
gone down. Interactions between staff and kids have 
improved on community members. So that’s a really 

good sign,”  said Art.

In addition to the deep community 
involvement, what made this project  
a success was the relationships  
and partnerships.

“I tell people that this particular project 
ended up being one of my personal top 
five in 45 years,” said Art.

“And some years down the road, the 
playground equipment is going to need 
to be replaced. But the friendships and 
relationships that have been developed 
through this project are long-lasting.”
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Catalyzing a Community
Trust for Public Land helps create a green schoolyard in Southern Oregon

TRUST FOR 
PUBLIC L AND

Chiloquin, Oregon

The community celebrates the grand opening of the Chiloquin Green Schoolyard. 
Photo courtesy of the Trust for Public Land.

While the Trust for Public Land does a lot of 
work in urban schoolyards, this was their first 
rural project. This project was the catalyst 
for an entire new program dedicated to 
investing in rural schoolyards: Oregon’s Rural 
Schoolyard Program. There are now three 
more projects slated for Oregon, with even 
more to come. It also inspired a collaboration 
with the Department of the Interior and 
Trust for Public Land to revitalize schoolyards 
with the Bureau of Indian Education.

Learn more at tpl.org

Students play at the Chiloquin Green Schoolyard.  
Photo courtesy of the Trust for Public Land.

Securing a recreation destination in Klamath Falls
Rising above Upper Klamath Lake, Spence Mountain is home to oak 
and ponderosa pine woodlands, some of the rarest habitats in the 
state, and more than 47 miles of biking trails. And as of last year,  
this 3,450-acre community forest is protected forever thanks to the 
Trust for Public Land and their partners, providing outdoor access 
while preserving habitat for important species and supporting 
sustainable timber harvest. 

Building a more accessible Gorge
Launched in 2021, Friends of the Columbia Gorge’s Gorge 
Accessibility Project is grounded in a commitment to include those 
who are affected by the barriers of accessibility in the Gorge. In 2022, 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge spent the year listening to a wide 
range of community members, assembling a steering committee, 
and ultimately building conceptual designs for their Catherine 
Creek and Cape Horn preserves that will provide accessible hiking 
trails, picnicking and gathering spaces, educational features, 
ecological restoration, and viewpoints of the Gorge in the future.

Expanding Indigenous access to land
Each year in the Wallowa Valley, Wallowa Land Trust, The Nature 
Conservancy, and the Nez Perce Wallowa Homeland come together 
to host an Indigenous gathering event. The goal of this event is to 
expand tribal access to privately-owned land for gathering of First 
Foods and medicines. In 2022, more than 100 Nez Perce, Umatilla, 
Cayuse, Walla Walla, Warm Springs and Yakama tribal members 
came from all over Washington, Oregon, and Idaho to participate.

2022: EXPANDING ACCESS
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When members of the community 
reached out to Deschutes Land Trust 
last year about purchasing a 1,099-acre 
ranch near La Pine, they knew they 
had to jump at the opportunity. They 
snapped it up within just a few months.

“Paulina Creek Preserve met all three 
of the goals of our conservation 
strategy. It has habitat and natural 
values, the ability to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change, and value 

to surrounding communities.” said Rika Ayotte, 
Executive Director for Deschutes Land Trust.

Right along Highway 97 on the way to Paulina Lake, 
Paulina Creek Preserve may seem unassuming. But 
within it are wet and dry meadows, lodgepole and 
ponderosa pine forests, and three miles of Paulina 
Creek. Deschutes Land Trust calls it a ribbon of 
green in the high desert—critical habitat to protect 
in a changing climate.

Paulina Creek Preserve is surrounded by federal 
land, and abuts the nearly 54,000-acre Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument. Its protection  
creates uninterrupted habitat connectivity for the 
frogs, birds, elk, and wildlife that make their home 
in Central Oregon.

Land conservation is one of the strongest tools 
to build resilience in the face of climate change. 
Keeping land in its natural state helps absorb 
CO2 from the atmosphere, and wet meadows like 
the one at Paulina Creek Preserve are especially 
important carbon sinks. The lodgepole and 
ponderosa pine forests can also be managed to 
be more fire-adapted, reducing the severity and 
intensity of wildfires in the future. 

“Restoring Paulina Creek Preserve’s historic wet meadow 
provides a unique opportunity to transform a carbon 
source into a carbon sink. A recent study found that one 
acre of healthy meadow can sequester as much carbon 
as six acres of surrounding forest,” said Natasha Bellis, the 
Land Trust’s Conservation Director.

Protecting this property also means protecting water. 
Restoring creek habitat will result in colder streams for 
fish, and healthier and more abundant water sources in a 
changing climate. The property also comes with primary 
irrigation water rights, which Deschutes Land Trust will 
transfer to instream use, benefiting fish and wildlife.

CLIMATE & SCIENCE11

Protecting Land for  
Climate Resilience

Deschutes Land Trust secures critical habitat in Central Oregon

DESCHUTES 
L AND TRUST

Bend, Oregon

Deschutes Land Trust staff and board tour Paulina Creek Preserve.  
Photo courtesy of Deschutes Land Trust.

Paulina Creek Preserve rests on the ceded lands of the Klamath 
people and this area holds cultural significance for tribes across 
the state. Deschutes Land Trust is collaborating with the Klamath 
Tribes and the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs on 
strategies to restore and care for this property, as well as plans to 
share the Tribal history of this area and work together in the future.

Deschutes Land Trust doesn’t have a formal plan for trails and 
public use just yet, and that’s on purpose—they’re building their 
plan hand-in-hand with the community. 

“Our long term vision is stream restoration, protecting habitat, 
thinning to build climate resilient forests, and providing public 
access on site to connect with trails on neighboring Forest Service 
land. We’re working directly with the community to see what 
other values might be important to them,” said Rika.

Through a series of community vision sessions and collaboration 
with tribes, they’re starting to establish community values and 
envision what this preserve will look like in the future.

Learn more at deschuteslandtrust.org and support this  
important project.

Paulina Creek is a ribbon of green in the high desert. Photo by Rick Dingus.
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Protecting drinking water
Last year, the Arch Cape Domestic 
Water Supply District acquired 1,500 
acres to establish the Arch Cape 
Community Forest, taking a significant 
step toward connecting the community 
to its drinking-water source. This 
forest is adjacent to North Coast Land 
Conservancy’s 3,500-acre Rainforest 
Reserve, along with Oswald West State 
Park and the Cape Falcon Marine 
Reserve, making it part of a larger 
vision. Collectively, they create a roughly 
32-square-mile conservation corridor on 
the northern Oregon Coast.

Advocating for wetlands
Studies have shown that coastal 
wetlands can store more carbon per acre 
than tropical rainforests and result in less 
carbon in the atmosphere, cleaner water, 
and natural flood and storm protection. 
As we brace for climate change in 
Oregon, the Wetlands Conservancy 
is doing the critical work to engage 
Oregonians in restoring and protecting 
the remaining wetlands in the state.  
Last year, 292 people spent a total of  
658 hours volunteering with the 
Wetlands Conservancy.

Restoring a river
Last year, Blue 
Mountain Land 
Trust purchased 
their first 
property, Phipps 
Meadow, with 
the support of 

the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon and the 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board. 
Phipps Meadow is an ecologically diverse 
278-acre property composed of wetland 
meadow, pine forest, sagebrush steppe, 
and 1.58 miles of the Middle Fork  
John Day River —an important  
feature for fish and wildlife  
and critical habitat in a  
changing climate. 

2022: BUILDING CLIMATE RESILIENCE



Easement Integrity  
Act passes
The Charitable Conservation 
Easement Integrity Act (Act) was 
passed last year, safeguarding 
tax incentives for private landowners who protect clean 
water, habitat and natural resources on private land. 
Prior to the passage of the Act, a loophole allowed 
wealthy individuals to abuse this tax incentive and 
siphon money away from conservation. COLT was 
a strong advocate for the Easement Integrity Act, 
calling on elected leaders to ensure its passage before 
Congress adjourned at the end of last year.

Oregon Land Justice Project hosts site 
visits with Tribes
In its second year, the Oregon Land Justice Project 
shifted from a Learning Journey to action in 2022.  
In addition to regular convenings of the Oregon Land 
Justice Project cohort, the group of more than 30 land 
trust staff and board visited two tribes in Oregon to 
build relationships and learn how they can support 
tribal goals: Confederated Tribes of the Siletz Indians, 
and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla  
Indian Reservation. 

The Oregon Land Justice Project is a collaborative effort 
led by COLT, Tributaries Network, and First Light. The 
goal of the project is to promote Indigenous land access, 
land return and tribal sovereignty in the land trust 
community through education, relationship-building, 
and resource development. The Oregon Land Justice 
Project supports Indigenous peoples in reclaiming and 
reconnecting to landscapes and First Foods.
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Year in Review 
ABOUT COLT

Our mission is to serve and strengthen the 

land trust community in Oregon.

The Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 

(COLT) supports and unites more than 30 

organizations that protect special places and 

connect people to nature. 

We advocate for innovative policies, 

partnerships and programs to protect wildlife 

and wild places, defend working farms 

and forests, provide recreation and parks, 

champion clean water for all, drive climate 

solutions and science, engage communities, 

and advance land justice in Oregon.

Photos, clockwise from left:

COLT staff.

The Oregon Land Justice Project visits  
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla  
Indian Reservation.

NW Land Camp Keynote Kim Moore Bailey, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of  
Justice Outside. 

Linda Tarr from the Port Orford Watershed  
Council leads a tour of the watershed.  
COLT helped organize this event.

Land Camp brings 
together 250 land  
trust staff
After two years apart,  
more than 250 land trust staff 
gathered for the 6th NW Land 
Camp conference this June. 

This year’s conference was held at Linfield University, 
and included more than 38 workshops, panel 
discussions, as well as morning yoga, a film fest, 
networking sessions, and community building.

Organized by Coalition of Oregon Land Trust and 
Washington Association of Land Trust, what initially 
started as a casual gathering has evolved into a 
unique, fun, and memorable conference for land 
trusts and land advocates in Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and Montana.

Protecting drinking 
water on the coast
Land trusts have long been 
key partners in protecting 
Oregon’s water. Last year, 
COLT hosted a tour and 
helped plan workshops with 

community leaders to advocate for the protection  
of source water.

In September, COLT, Wild Rivers Land Trust, and  
Port Orford Watershed Council organized a tour  
with government officials, state and federal 
agencies, and community partners and members 
to talk about a shared vision to protect the 
community’s drinking water.

In late October, COLT traveled to Newport and North 
Bend, joining several of members, water providers, 
local government officials, federal and state agencies, 
and a host of other community partners to talk about 
protecting drinking water source areas using land 
conservation tools.

Oregon Agricultural 
Heritage Program 
receives $6.76m 
Last year, Oregon state 
legislators allocated  
$5 million in funding for the 
Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program. 

This investment leveraged $6.765 million in federal 
funding for the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program. This unprecedented investment in 
agricultural lands in Oregon will fund working land 
conservation easements—voluntary legal agreements 
that remove development rights and help protect 
soil health and water quality while keeping land in 
farming and ranching. 

Pro Bono Program 
provides legal service  
to land trusts
COLT provides no-cost 
legal services to member 
organizations by connecting them with volunteer 
attorneys. The Pro Bono Legal program ensures  
that land conservation is legally durable and lasting. 
Last year this program donated more than $150,000  
in free services to land trusts.
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STATEWIDE WORK

Center for Natural Lands Management 

Ducks Unlimited 

Pacific Forest Trust 

The Conservation Fund 

The Nature Conservancy in Oregon 

The Trust for Public Land

The Wetlands Conservancy

Western Rivers Conservancy

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Black Oregon Land Trust 

Cerro Gordo Land Conservancy 

Clackamas Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

East Multnomah Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

Helvetia Community Association 

Oregon Agricultural Trust 

Tualatin Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

View the Future 

Yamhill Soil and Water  
Conservation District

REGIONAL WORK (see map)

Blue Mountain Land Trust 

Columbia Land Trust 

Deschutes Land Trust 

Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust 

Forest Park Conservancy 

Greenbelt Land Trust 

Klamath Lake Land Trust 

Lower Nehalem Community Trust 

McKenzie River Trust 

North Coast Land Conservancy 

Oregon Desert Land Trust 

Southern Oregon Land Conservancy 

Wallowa Land Trust 

Wild Rivers Land Trust

2540 NE MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland, OR 97212

info@oregonlandtrusts.org 

oregonlandtrusts.org

@oregonlandtrusts

@orlandtrusts

@orlandtrusts

STATE OF THE LANDS 2023 
is our 2022 annual report 
and year in review.

Published June 2023

Blue Mountain
Land Trust 

Wallowa
Land Trust 

Oregon Desert
Land Trust 

Columbia
Land Trust 

Greenbelt
Land Trust 

McKenzie
River Trust 

Southern Oregon
Land Conservancy 

Klamath Lake
Land Trust  

Deschutes
Land Trust 

Wild Rivers
Land Trust 

Lower Nehalem
Community Trust 

North Coast
Land Conservancy 

Friends of the
Columbia Gorge Land Trust Forest Park 

Conservancy

Overlapping Service Areas

Legend

Our Members

Blue Mountain
Land Trust 

Wallowa
Land Trust 

Oregon Desert
Land Trust 

Columbia
Land Trust 

Greenbelt
Land Trust 

McKenzie
River Trust 

Southern Oregon
Land Conservancy 

Klamath Lake
Land Trust  

Deschutes
Land Trust 

Wild Rivers
Land Trust 

Lower Nehalem
Community Trust 

North Coast
Land Conservancy 

Friends of the
Columbia Gorge Land Trust Forest Park 

Conservancy

Overlapping Service Areas

Legend


