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30 MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

378 OREGON EMPLOYEES

248 BOARD MEMBERS IN OREGON

5,599 OREGON VOLUNTEERS

43,691 OREGON DONORS

TOTAL  
PROJECTS

568

O U R  CO L L E C T I VE  I M PAC T

318,921 total acres 
protected in Oregon

19,519 acres  
open to the public

PL ACES  
OPEN TO  

THE PUBLIC

121

PLACES  
WITH PUBLIC 

TRAILS

45
PLACES  

THAT ALLOW 
DOGS

45
PLACES  

 WITH ADA 
ACCESS

14

28 land acquisition  
projects in 2023

That covers 37,459 acres!

At COLT, we build connections and advance policies 
that protect our natural world—our water, wildlife 
and open spaces—for all people, forever.



Founding Executive Director 
Kelley Beamer moves on 
from COLT after 11 years

Since 2012, Kelley Beamer 
has grown COLT into a well-
respected organization, and 
helped cultivate a united, 
collaborative, and thriving land 
trust community in Oregon.

After 11 transformational years, 
Kelley moved on from her 
role as Executive Director in 
January of 2024.

We are so grateful for her 
profound impact on the 
Oregon land trust community 
during her time at COLT 
as the founding Executive 
Director. COLT is where it is 
today because of her bold, 
collaborative, human-centered, 
and joyful leadership.

Thank you for inspiring us, 
thinking big, and for leading 
this work in a deeply personal 
and relational way.

For decades, land trusts in Oregon have been 

bringing communities together to protect habitat, 

clean water, working farms, forests and important 

cultural resources that are of the land and on the land. 

Last year was a time of big changes and bold moves—

for both the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts and our 

members. While change can uproot and shake up, it also invites new ways 

to grow, learn, and come together. 

Just like in nature, what makes us strong is our ability to adapt to the 

changing landscape. We build resilience by thinking outside the box,  

by challenging ourselves to approach things differently, and responding to 

the ever-changing world around us. And we do this best when we  

come together.

In this year’s report, you will hear stories about the many ways land trusts 

are challenging how conservation has worked in the past by examining 

who benefits and who is excluded. You’ll read stories of land trusts 

returning land to Tribes, bringing together people for nature, saving 

endemic species, protecting working lands, and working together to create 

a better future for all. 

While some things may change, one thing remains constant: Oregon’s land 

trust community continues to lead the way for a more resilient, inclusive, 

and sustainable future. Not just for Oregon’s wildlife and wild places, but 

for Oregon’s people.

As we move forward, we as the Oregon land trust community have a 

responsibility to adapt to the continual changes in our landscapes and 

work to create a future where all thrive. Thank you for being an important 

part of building a resilient future together.

Amanda “Marti” Martino 

Board President, The Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 

Executive Director, Blue Mountain Land Trust

Building a Resilient Future Together
A letter from the Board President
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Cover photo: Columbia Land Trust hosts a 
volunteer planting event to create a native 
plant buffer at Cranes’ Landing. From 
October to April, this 500 acre property is 
home to thousands of migrating Sandhill 
Cranes—a species listed as endangered in 
Washington. Photo by Max Diaz.

Thank you, Kelley!



Recognizing the importance of working together to 
protect Willamette Valley oaks, OAT partnered with 
Long Tom Watershed Council, Coast Fork Willamette 
Watershed Council, and the Confederated Tribes 
of Grand Ronde on an initiative to protect farmland 
with oak habitat, reintroduce traditional burning to 
these landscapes, and expand access to land for Tribal 
members for harvest and ceremony.

Last year, this project received an unprecedented 
$9.23 million from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
$1 billion investment for the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP)— part of the Natural 

In the Willamette Valley, protecting working lands and 
preserving Oregon white oaks go hand-in-hand. As of 
today, only three percent of oak habitat remains in the 
Willamette Valley, and of that small percentage, more 
than 90% are on private lands—including working farms 
and ranches. 

“Farmland protection provides some of the best 
opportunities for protecting and restoring associated 
oak habitat, and providing Tribal members with access 
to these habitats for cultural purposes,” said Nellie 
McAdams, Executive Director of the Oregon Agricultural 
Trust (OAT).

Protecting Oak Habitat  
and Working Lands
Oregon Agricultural Trust and partners receive major investment to restore,  
protect, and support Tribal connection to native oak habitat in the Willamette Valley

Oak prairie, photo courtesy of Oregon Agricultural Trust.
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Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 

Both working lands and oaks 
are cornerstones for Oregon 
culture and communities. 
Oregon’s agricultural lands 
are fundamental to rural 
communities and food 
systems, while Oregon white 
oaks support more than 
200 wildlife species and 
are culturally significant for 
Indigenous peoples who have 
lived and stewarded the land 
since time immemorial. 

“Oak habitats could not be 
overstated in terms of importance to cultural lifeways. This project is supporting 
Tribal members’ connection to this landscape, and any time we can reestablish 
these relationships—that’s important to us,” said Lindsay McClary, Restoration 
Ecologist for the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde.

Historically, the Willamette Valley was oak and prairie, largely due to the 
Indigenous fire practices of the Kalapuya, according to Lindsay. This grant also 
provides important funding to work with private landowners to reintroduce 
ecological burning to manage and revive oak habitat, and build capacity for more 

investment in cultural 
burning and training 
moving forward. 

“There’s been really limited 
capacity to carry out 
ecological burning on 
non-public lands for a 
variety of reasons—liability 
concerns, regulations, 
communications with 
fire districts, permitting, 
public perception, having 
enough trained people 

on hand for a burn day, and more. As restoration practitioners, supporting private 
landowners to carry out a burn was beyond the capacity in our region,” said Abby 
Andrus Colehour, Uplands Program Manager for Long Tom Watershed Council 
and Coordinator of the Willamette Valley Oak Prairie Cooperative.  

“So this RCPP funding source comes off of the tailwinds of a big effort to address 
some of the gaps in capacity to carry out burning specifically on private lands, 
land trust lands, and Tribal lands.” 

Through this project, OAT and its partners hope to protect 1,200 acres of oak 
habitat over five years.

Prescribed burning on oak habitat, courtesy of Long Tom  
Watershed Council.
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OREGON AGRICULTURAL TRUST

Willamette Valley, Oregon

“Oak habitats could not 
be overstated in terms 
of importance to cultural 
lifeways. This project is 
supporting Tribal members’ 
connection to this landscape.”
Lindsay McClary, Restoration Ecologist for the 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

ADVOCATING FOR THE  
OREGON AGRICULTURAL 
HERITAGE PROGRAM

The Oregon Agricultural 
Heritage Program (OAHP) 
was COLT’s top legislative 
funding priority in 2023 and 
2024. During the regular 
session and short session, COLT 
submitted testimony, hosted 
legislative tours, and lobbied 
in Salem for OAHP— a critical 
program that helps farmers and 
ranchers protect and maintain 
or enhance conservation on 
working lands.

2023 
First Round of OAHP  
Projects Funded
Despite the Oregon Legislature 
not approving additional 
funding in the 2023 legislative 
session, seven projects were 
approved for funding in 2023 
thanks to the initial $5 million 
investment in 2022. In just one 
round of grant funding, OAHP 
funded permanent protection of 
12,480 acres of farm and ranch 
lands across the state.

2024 
$5 Million Secured for OAHP  
in the Short Session

Thanks to COLT’s lobbying and 
advocacy efforts, the Oregon 
legislature approved $5 million 
for the OAHP, estimated to 
help protect thousands of 
acres from development and 
fragmentation, and allows 
Oregon farming families to pay 
down their mortgages and buy 
new farm equipment.



Nearly 30 acres along Wallowa Lake 
in Northeast Oregon is now back in 
Tribal ownership. After caring for the 
property for nine years, Wallowa Land 
Trust returned the land back to the Nez 
Perce Tribe, whose people have been 
stewarding this landscape for at least 
16,000 years.

“Wallowa Lake is a heart within Nez Perce 
territory, a heart of our 1855 Reservation,” 
said Samuel Penney, former Chairman 
of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive 
Committee. “Every step taken in 
protecting it and the lands surrounding 
it is an important step into our future.”

Tucked along the West Moraine of the 
lake, Wallowa Land Trust acquired the 
property in 2014, when it was foreclosed 
on by the county. Using funds from the 
Oregon Community Foundation, they 
bought the parcel with plans to hold  
the property for conservation and 
habitat restoration.  
 

“Over time, we began growing and 
thinking about land justice and the role 
of Tribal nations in managing the natural 
landscapes since time immemorial,” said 
Kathleen Ackley, Executive Director of 
Wallowa Land Trust.

“For the past few years, the Oregon Land 
Justice Project has helped us think more 
critically about our conservation work, 
the legacy of conservationists, and the 
significant toll that we’ve had in the 
name of land protection—particularly 
on Native peoples,” she said. 

“We enjoy a good working relationship 
with the Nez Perce Tribe and knew this 
was a sacred landscape for Nez Perce 
people. So we approached them and 
asked if they wanted this particular 
parcel on the West Moraine, and they 
said, ‘absolutely, yes.’”

All of Wallowa County, and much 
of Northeast Oregon, is part of the 
traditional homelands of the Nez Perce 
people as well as several other Tribal 
nations, including the Umatilla, Walla 
Walla, Cayuse and Chief Joseph Band 
of Nez Perce. What is now Wallowa 
County was part of the 1855 Nez Perce 
Reservation and remains treaty- 
reserved territory. 

The Nez Perce Tribe has been acquiring 
more properties in Wallowa County over 
the last few years, including this 30-acre 
property and two separate properties 
from the Methodist Church. They have 
also purchased several key parcels in 
Wallowa County and hold a conservation 
easement at the head of Wallowa Lake.

Returning Land  
to Tribal Ownership
Wallowa Land Trust returns 30 acres of culturally significant land to the Nez Perce Tribe
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Photo by Kathleen Ackley.

OREGON LAND JUSTICE PROJECT

Justice Starts With Land
For many Indigenous communities, 
their identities, cultures, and lifeways 
are tied to the land. Stewarding the 
land is vital for the perpetuation 
of their lifeways, especially for the 
benefit of future generations. 

In its third year, the Oregon Land 
Justice Project is a collaborative 
effort led by COLT and the Tributaries 
Network with a mission to promote 
Indigenous land access, land 
return, and Tribal sovereignty in 
the land trust community. This is 
accomplished through education, 
relationship-building, organizational 
change and resource development. 

It is our responsibility as a land trust 
community to begin to address and 
repair the long legacy of Indigenous 
land loss. The Oregon Land Justice 
Project supports Indigenous peoples 
in reclaiming and reconnecting to 
landscapes and First Foods.

Indigenous Land Relationship Fund

In the summer of 2023, the Oregon 
Land Justice Project launched the 
Indigenous Land Relationship Fund 
with initial financial investments 
from land trusts in Oregon. Since 
then, community members stepped 
up in a big way to raise more than 
$115,000 for the fund. 

In its first year, the Oregon Land 
Justice Project Council approved 
funding for its first five projects 
across the state, distributing $52,700 
to Indigenous-led community 
projects to reclaim and reconnect to 
culture, traditional landscapes, and 
First Foods. 

Learn more at oregonlandjustice.org



“When I get asked why this is important work, I struggle to answer because a lot of 
my thinking around this topic comes from a heart center, emotional space. Yes, our 
organization has identified this effort as a strategic priority but for me personally, I 
am motivated by my gut feelings,” said Kathleen.

“When it comes down to it, why this is important for me personally—it’s an 
emotional sense of doing what’s right.” 

On a spring day last March, members from the Nez Perce Tribal Council and 
Wallowa Land Trust’s board of directors and staff met at the title company to 
finalize the land transaction and officially return the 30 acres. 

“We signed the paperwork, and then we went out to lunch together,” said Kathleen. 
“Being able to spend those two hours together and hear about why this was 

important to them and how it 
was meaningful—it really affected 
us and how we think about these 
projects—how truly meaningful 
they are.”

Wallowa Land Trust continues to 
work with the Tribe to support 
mutual conservation goals 
through transactional support, 
increasing access to land for Tribal 
members, and hosting an annual 

First Foods gathering. While the property is now back in Tribal hands, Wallowa 
Land Trust continues to provide local support by paying property taxes, keeping an 
eye on the property, and helping with stewardship as needed.

WALLOWA L AND TRUST

Enterprise, Oregon
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“When it comes down to 
it, why this is important 
for me personally—it’s an 
emotional sense of doing 
what’s right.”
Kathleen Ackley, Executive Director of 
Wallowa Land Trust

Wallowa Lake, photo by Dave Jensen.
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 1. SOUTHERN OREGON LAND CONSERVANCY

Supporting the Endemic Fairy Shrimp
Listed as threatened in 1994, vernal pool fairy shrimp are 
small crustaceans endemic to California and Oregon who 
make their home in vernal ponds—glistening seasonal 
pools that fill with water in the winter and slowly dry in the 
spring. These shrimp, along with two federally endangered 
flowers, have found refuge in Southern Oregon Land 
Conservancy Agate Desert properties—Whetstone 
Savanna Preserve, Agate Desert Preserve, and Rogue 
Plains, as well as several conservation easements. Southern 
Oregon Land Conservancy continues to protect habitat 
and monitor these shrimp, and found in their most recent 
survey that approximately 20% of the pools surveyed had 
the vernal pool fairy shrimp.

 2. OREGON DESERT LAND TRUST 

Connecting Habitat for  
Pronghorn Antelopes
Pronghorn antelope thrive in the sagebrush sea of the 
Oregon high desert. Thanks to careful management, 
pronghorn populations have been steadily growing in 
Oregon, nearly doubling from 100 years ago. Oregon 
Desert Land Trust’s Hart Mountain Preserve plays 
an important role in their recovery, helping create a 
connected corridor for North America’s fastest land animal 
between Hart Mountain and Sheldon National Wildlife 
Refuges in southern Oregon and Northern Nevada.

 3. FRIENDS OF THE COLUMBIA GORGE 

Creating a Haven for Northwestern  
Pond Turtles
Just 50 miles east of Portland in the Columbia Gorge, Turtle 
Haven is home to 162 northwestern pond turtles—a species 
listed as endangered in the state of Washington. Acquired by 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge in 2018, Turtle Haven is a 64-
acre sanctuary closed to the public to protect these turtles on 
their long road to recovery. Friends of the Columbia Gorge has 
been working with partners including the Oregon Zoo to bring 
this species back from the brink by restoring their habitat, 
removing invasive bullfrogs, and monitoring populations.

 4. COLUMBIA LAND TRUST 

Providing Habitat for Rare Mushrooms
Columbia Land Trust’s Cedar Creek Natural Area is an ideal 
habitat for plants, fungi, and wildlife. While performing 
a botanical survey in early 2024, mycology researchers 
discovered and collected samples of various species 
of rare fungi, including Ditiola haasii, a member of the 
Dacrymycetaceae family— the first time it’s been discovered 
in North America. They also found Delicate spongepore, which 
has only been observed three times in a North American forest.

 5. DESCHUTES LAND TRUST 

Helping Salmon Thrive
In Central Oregon, Deschutes Land Trust has been working 
with partners to bring back summer steelhead by hosting a 
large acclimation tank at their Camp Polk Meadow Preserve 
and an acclimation pool at Ochoco Preserve. Last year, these 
efforts helped more than 92,000 steelhead acclimate to local 
creek conditions before being released. These species have a 
chance at survival and recovery because of a connected fabric 
of land and strong partnerships between the community, land 
trusts, businesses, and governmental and Tribal partners.

 6. GREENBELT LAND TRUST 

Saving the Nelson’s Checker-mallow
Last year, Greenbelt Land Trust was recognized as one of the 
many organizations whose work helped delist the Nelson’s 
checker-mallow, a Northwest wildflower that grows in the 
Willamette Valley and Coast Range! The delisting was effective 
November 16 in the Federal Register.

This tall, bright pink wildflower joins a growing group of once-
endangered Willamette Valley species to come off the list 
since 2021—a result of decades of land protection and habitat 
restoration in the Willamette Valley.

Protecting  
Wildlife and  
Their Habitat
Oregon land trusts play an important role 

in ensuring that plants, insects, birds, and 

other wildlife can thrive, and that their 

habitat remains intact. In the midst of a 

biodiversity crisis, this work is critical to 

the future of our ecosystems. 

Here are some ways that Oregon land 

trusts have supported Oregon’s wildlife 

and plant species.
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Photos, clockwise from left: Vernal fairy shrimp survey courtesy of Southern Oregon Land Conservancy, pronghorn antelope by Greg Burke, 
Northwestern Pond Turtles courtesy of Friends of the Columbia Gorge, Ditiola haasii fungi by Leah Bendlin, salmon acclimation tanks courtesy of 
Deschutes Land Trust, Nelson’s checker-mallow courtesy of Greenbelt Land Trust.
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Birds touch down on every corner of the planet. They are 
an indicator of ecosystem health, and serve as important 
pollinators and insect control. They also connect us to each 
other both locally and globally, and remind us to always look up.

Inspired by her avian conservation work in Costa Rica and on 
the North Coast, Emily Akdedian, Interim Executive Director at 
Lower Nehalem Community Trust, saw World Migratory Bird 
Day as a perfect opportunity to bring people together to enjoy 
nature, wildlife, and community connections.

“Birds have always been a celebrated part of our conservation 
efforts at Lower Nehalem Community Trust (LNCT). They are so 
accessible. You see them everywhere, and they can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages and abilities. Birds connect people to the 
land and seasonal rhythms in so many ways,” said Emily.

“We started talking to local groups and partners about what 
more we can be doing to support our avian visitors and 
residents, and the idea to host our first World Migratory Bird 
Day emerged,” said Emily. 

World Migratory Bird Day is an 
international movement that 
celebrates and brings attention 
to one of the most important 
and spectacular events in the 
Americas—bird migration. 

The theme last year was 
water, which gave LNCT the 
opportunity to highlight their 
conservation work in the 
forested headwaters on the 
side of Neahkahnie Mountain 
down to the Nehalem Bay 
estuary and connect their 
regional efforts to the global 
conservation landscape.

The first annual Migratory Bird 
Day Celebration was held in 
May at Alder Creek Farm, which 
stretches down to the bay’s 
edge in Nehalem. Formerly a 

Connecting People to  
the Land and Each Other
Lower Nehalem Community Trust hosts first annual World Migratory Bird Day  
celebration in partnership with the community

“Birds have always been 
a celebrated part of our 
conservation efforts at 
Lower Nehalem Community 
Trust. They are so accessible. 
You see them everywhere, 
and they can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages and 
abilities. Birds connect people 
to the land and seasonal 
rhythms in so many ways.”

ACCESS TO NATURE09

Emily Akdedian, Interim Executive Director at  
Lower Nehalem Community Trust

Participants observed winged visitors on the seasonal wetland. Photo courtesy of Lower Nehalem Community Trust.



dairy farm, it now features a working community garden, a seasonal wetland, and 
a wildlife refuge. Elk, raptors, and songbirds regularly keep watch over garden 
and stewardship volunteers as they tend to the land. It is known as a birding 
hotspot, and is a stop on the Oregon Coast Birding Trail with more than 140 
species observed. 

Largely volunteer-based, LNCT’s hub of engaged community members includes 
wildlife biologists and regional experts who lead walks, share knowledge 
and inspire residents and visitors alike to connect with the land and unique 
environment of the Oregon coast.

The family-friendly event brought together local nonprofits, volunteers, students, 
and community members from across the north coast and Portland metro area 
for guided bird walks, native plant tours, interpretive tables, kid’s activities, and 
a ‘Big Sit’ birding station alongside Alder Creek with views out onto the seasonal 
wetland. Partners included Bird Alliance of Oregon (formerly Portland Audubon), 
Wildlife Center of the North Coast, Haystack Rock Awareness Program, Tillamook 
Estuaries Partnership, Oregon State Parks, American Bird Conservancy, Hannah 
and Erik Go Birding, Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition, North Coast Land 
Conservancy, and Hoffman Center for the Arts.

“We can all use our niches to support each other. LNCT has been restoring these 
beautiful properties on the Oregon coast birding trail for over two decades, 
and we support a lot of residents and migratory stopovers. Our partners carry 
out great community science and avian education programs and bring a lot of 
expertise,” said Emily.

By the end of the day, birders old and new logged 49 species and came away 
with a stronger connection to the land, themselves, and each other.
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LOWER NEHALEM  
COMMUNIT Y TRUST

Manzanita, Oregon

A young visitor gets a closer look at a Great Horned Owl. Photo courtesy of Lower Nehalem Community Trust.



Everyone deserves access to clean, safe 
drinking water. But many of Oregon’s 
coastal communities continue to face 
challenges safeguarding their water, 
including Port Orford—a community  
of 1,200 people on the southern  
Oregon coast. 

After years of coordination,  
advocacy, and collaboration, the City 
of Port Orford permanently protected 
a key piece of their watershed after 
acquiring 160 acres of forested land 

in the North Fork of Hubbard Creek. 
Thanks to the help of The Conservation 
Fund, Wild Rivers Land Trust, and other 
partners, the City now owns nearly 65% 
of their watershed. 

“The forested land in our drinking water 
source area serves as both a filter and 
a sponge, and so we were incredibly 
fortunate to work together with The 
Conservation Fund and Oregon DEQ 
to purchase a 160-acre parcel that 
would have otherwise been clearcut,” 
said Ann Vileisis, Port Orford City 
Councilwoman. “If that had happened, 
it would have been very difficult for us 
to provide clean drinking water to  
our residents.” 

Port Orford’s water supply is tenuous 
for several reasons. They rely primarily 
on the North Fork of Hubbard Creek—a 
small perennial stream surrounded 
by timberlands. So when Linda Tarr, 
working artist and Board Chair of the 
Port Orford Watershed Council, learned 
that Hubbard Creek was at risk, she 
sprung into action. 

Securing a Community’s 
Drinking Water
Land trusts work with the community of Port Orford to purchase headwaters and protect 
drinking water at its source

PROTECTING CLEAN  
WATER IN OREGON
Land trusts have long been key 
partners in protecting Oregon’s 
water. COLT continues to support 
land trusts in integrating water 
protection into their work by 
providing resources, workshops, 
and community outreach.

Legislative Win:  
Source Water Protection

In 2023, the legislature 
established the Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement 
Board’s Drinking Water Source 
Protection Grant Fund and 
appropriated $5 million to the 
program. This is the first state 
fund that is dedicated to land 
conservation to protect drinking 
water sources. COLT advocated 
at the state level for this 
important program.

Workshops &  
Community Outreach

In collaboration with the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, COLT helped plan 
and host two workshop series 
to support communities in 
protecting their drinking 
water sources. The workshops 
brought together water 
providers, community partners, 
state and federal agencies, 
and community members 
to learn about source water 
protection tools—including 
land conservation. Workshops 
were held on the North, Mid, 
and South Coasts, and brought 
together over 100 participants.

CLEAN WATER FOR ALL11

“I saw the map and thought, wow! If that gets 
clear cut, we’re in big trouble as a community. 
But also, wow, here’s an opportunity to save 
a piece of forest, because drinking water is 
something people care about.”
Linda Tarr, working artist and Board Chair of the Port Orford Watershed Council

Ann Vileisis and Linda Tarr remove invasive 
gorse from watershed lands.



“Sustainable Northwest was traveling to coastal cities and informing 
communities about the risks to their water systems. So we had them come as 
a program for the watershed council,” said Linda. “That’s when I first saw the 
Department of Environmental Quality’s updated Source Water Assessment 
that showed that there were steep slopes in our watershed with a high 
likelihood of sedimentation and erosion.”

“I saw the map and thought, wow! If that gets clear cut, we’re in big trouble as 
a community. But also, wow, here’s an opportunity to save a piece of forest, 
because drinking water is something people care about.”

Linda reached out to Wild Rivers Land Trust, which served as a first step and 
resource through the process of 
safeguarding the city’s drinking 
water. Through her connections, 
tenacity, and luck, Linda learned 
that more than 160 acres of 
timberland in Hubbard Creek 
was for sale.

She quickly connected with 
The Conservation Fund, which 
provided land acquisition and 
conservation expertise, and 
eventually acted as a bridge 
buyer for the property in 
2021. They held the land for 
three years while the City put 
together funding to purchase 
the property. In early 2024, Port 
Orford finalized the transaction 
and now officially owns this land.

“This project was brought to us 
because The Conservation Fund 
was already engaged in the 
south coast,” said John Wros 
from The Conservation Fund, 
who serves as the organization’s  
Field Representative for Alaska 
and the Northwest Region.

“I was thrilled to get that call, 
and we were thrilled to be able 
to support the community, the 
habitat, and the land access.”

Port Orford intends to manage 
the land to produce high quality 
drinking water as well as habitat  
for wildlife. 

STATE OF THE L ANDS 12

THE CONSERVATION FUND + 
WILD RIVERS L AND TRUST

Port Orford, Oregon

The City of Port Orford’s newly-acquired lands include 160 
acres of forest in the North Fork of Hubbard Creek.



Leading Legislative Outreach 
and Activating Our Community

Bringing legislators and community leaders onto the land is a 
powerful way to share the message and impact of conservation. 
Last year, COLT held 2 legislative tours and a porch party to 
engage local leaders about critical issues for land trusts like the 
Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program. Tours were hosted in 
partnership with our members.

SUPPORT13

Supporting  
the Land Trust 
Community Organizing Site Visits With Oregon Tribes  

to Advance Land Justice
Last year, COLT coordinated a site visit to the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs through the Oregon Land Justice 
Project to build powerful new relationships and partnerships. 
These annual tours are a key part in the Oregon Land Justice 
Project’s work to increase land access, support Indigenous 
sovereignty, and return land to Tribal communities.

Hosting Educational Opportunities
COLT hosts training and webinars every year to keep our 
community up-to-date about funding opportunities, legal 
issues, policy priorities, conservation innovations, and 
more. COLT hosted five workshops and three law forums 
for member land trusts and conservation partners in 2023.

Our mission is to serve and strengthen 

the land trust community in Oregon. 

The Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts 

(COLT) supports and unites more than 

30 organizations that protect special 

places and connect people to nature. 

COLT advocates for innovative policies, 

partnerships and programs to protect 

wildlife and wild places, defend working 

farms and forests, provide recreation 

and parks, champion clean water for 

all, drive climate solutions and science, 

engage communities, and advance 

Indigenous land justice in Oregon.

Providing Pro Bono Legal Support
COLT’s pro bono program provides no-cost legal services 
to our coalition members to help them navigate the legal 
complexities of conserving land for people and wildlife. Last 
year, COLT connected members to more than $150,000 
of free services thanks to our volunteer attorneys, and 
responded to 29 requests for support.

Advocating for Policies and Programs  
that Advance Conservation
COLT is on the frontlines advocating for funding and programs 
that support conservation, and working with our members and 
local leaders to increase funding for land conservation.

Our coalition is helping forge new pathways for conservation 
funding across the state, including the Private Forest Accords, 
Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program, and the creation of a 
new $5 million statewide grant program to protect drinking 
water sources.

In 2023, our coalition engaged the conservation 
community in legislative issues through:

•	 12 written testimony submissions

•	 13 weekly legislative updates

•	 24 organizations activated to 
provide testimony in support  
of OAHP and source water  
grant program creation



Photos, clockwise from left: Lucian Gunderman of Crown Hill Farms leads a tour with legislators and community members; Karsyn Kendrick meets with 
Representative Andrea Salinas in Washington, DC; Kelley Beamer poses with Jessica McDonald of Greenbelt Land Trust, Speaker Dan Rayfield, and Nellie 
McAdams of Oregon Agricultural Trust at a porch party to promote the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program; COLT staff and board gather for their annual 
retreat; staff and regional leaders tour Full Cellar Farms; Oregon Land Justice Project participants visit a natural area with members of the Confederated 
Tribes of Warm Springs.
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STATEWIDE WORK

Center for Natural Lands Management 

Ducks Unlimited 

Oregon Agricultural Trust

Pacific Forest Trust 

The Conservation Fund 

The Nature Conservancy in Oregon 

The Trust for Public Land

The Wetlands Conservancy 

Western Rivers Conservancy

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Black Oregon Land Trust 

Cerro Gordo Land Conservancy 

Clackamas Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

East Multnomah Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

Helvetia Community Association 

Tualatin Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

View the Future 

Yamhill Soil and Water  
Conservation District

REGIONAL WORK (see map)

Blue Mountain Land Trust 

Columbia Land Trust 

Deschutes Land Trust 

Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust 

Forest Park Conservancy 

Greenbelt Land Trust 

Lower Nehalem Community Trust 

McKenzie River Trust 

North Coast Land Conservancy 

Oregon Desert Land Trust 

Southern Oregon Land Conservancy 

Wallowa Land Trust 

Wild Rivers Land Trust

2540 NE MLK Jr Blvd 
Portland, OR 97212

info@oregonlandtrusts.org 

oregonlandtrusts.org

@oregonlandtrusts

@orlandtrusts

@orlandtrusts
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