2025 COLT Policy Platform

COLT Strategic Plan Goals and Objectives (COLT 2020-2024 strategic plan)

Strategic Priority #1 - Advocate on behalf of land trusts

e Increase public funding for land trust acquisitions, stewardship and operations
through existing and new sources.

e Advance and defend policies and programs that support land trust work at the
state and national levels.

e Continue education with agencies and lawmakers about land trust impacts and
needs.

e Ensure all COLT members have active relationships with state and federal elected
officials.

2025 Oregon Legislative Session

In state policy issues, we represent the interests of land trusts and work to advance
conservation in Oregon. The 2025 Oregon Legislative Session is a long session where
legislators will fund agency operating budgets for the 2025-2027 biennium.

COLT's top priorities are securing funding for the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program, the
Drinking Water Source Protection Grant Program, and advancing permanent recreational
immunity protections. We will also track agency budgets and support emerging
conservation priorities from tribal and conservation partners. For the full list of
conservation programs we will support and track during the legislative session, see
Appendix below.

STATE POLICY PRIORITIES (80% of advocacy effort)

Legislative Engagement

Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program

Lead efforts to secure $17.3 million for grants and administration for the Oregon Agricultural
Heritage Program for the 2025-2027 biennium.

Recreational Immunity
Engage in working group efforts to provide permanent protections for public access on
private lands via the recreational immunity statute (Sen. Prozanski).

Drinking Water Source Grant Program
Support continued funding for the Drinking Water Source Protection Grant Program ($5
million).

Agency Engagement
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
e Work with OWEB Executive Director and staff to convene listening sessions focused
on improving the land acquisition grant program.




e Track the development of the Oregon Environmental Restoration Fund and support
the appointment of land acquisition and restoration advocates on the Environmental
Restoration Council.

Private Forest Accords
e Support the COLT committee representative on the Adaptive Management Program
Committee (AMPC) to ensure the program supports land trusts as private landowners
in Oregon.
e Track and engage as the Private Forest Accords (PFA) Mitigation Committee develops
acquisition and easement offerings for the PFA Mitigation Grant Program 2025 grant
cycle.

Forest Legacy Program
e Work with the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) to elevate the Forest Legacy
Program and opportunity for ODF to hold easements and fee title with ODF decision-
makers and Board members.

STATE POLICY PRIORITIES: HOW DO WE GET THERE?

COLT will lead efforts to increase member relationships with local and state legislators
and agency officials. Working with Thorn Run Partners, we have an experienced team
of lobbyists supporting COLT's priorities in Salem.

FEDERAL POLICY PRIORITIES (20% of advocacy effort)

Forest Legacy Program
e Support efforts to improve and enhance the Forest Legacy Program.

2025 Farm Bill: Advocate for the passage of a 2025 Farm Bill that provides robust funding for
working lands conservation programs.

Appropriations
e Oppose any rescissions of the mandatory $300 million in funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and include an additional $450 million to address
backlogged projects for FY2026.
e Support continued funding for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund for FY2026.
e Support funding for the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA)

Federal Legislation: COLT will continue to monitor and engage in advocacy for the
following legislation.

e Recovering America's Wildlife Act (RAWA)

e NW Wetlands Enhancement Tools Act (NW WET Act)



Appendix

Advancing Conservation Interests through Agency Budgets

The following are conservation funding priorities COLT will track throughout the legislative
session and provide advocacy support as needed:

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board

e Advocate in support of all requested Policy Option Packages (POP) that provide grant
program and staffing continuity for OWEB programs.’

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

e $20 million for the Private Forest Accord Mitigation Grant Fund (Wild Salmon Center
and Oregon Wild)

e $1 million for the Oregon Conservation & Recreation Fund.
e POP 108: $2.815 million to implement Natural Climate Solutions Fund projects.

Oregon Department of Forestry
e $6 million to support the Adaptive Management Program Committee (APMC)(Wild
Salmon Center and Oregon Wild)
e Support funding for SB 762 fire resiliency programs: $10 million for Landscape
Resiliency and $2.5 million for Small Forestland Grants.
e POP 105: $28 million increase in Federal Funds limitation authority to enable the

Forest Resources Division to leverage federal funds through the Forest Legacy
Program.

! https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/Documents/2024-Jul-ltemD-2025-2027-ARB.pdf
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