
2026 COLT Policy Platform  
 

COLT Strategic Plan Goals and Objectives 

Strategic Priority #1 - Advocate on behalf of land trusts  
●​ Increase public funding for land trust acquisitions, stewardship and operations 

through existing and new sources.  
●​ Advance and defend policies and programs that support land trust work at the state 

and national levels.  
●​ Continue education with agencies and lawmakers about land trust impacts and 

needs.  
●​ Ensure all COLT members have active relationships with state and federal elected 

officials.   

  
2026 Oregon Legislative Session 
In state policy issues, we represent the interests of land trusts and work to advance 
conservation in Oregon. The 2026 Oregon short Legislative session will last approximately 35 
days. COLT’s work will focus on defending funding for land trust programs & policies, 
supporting Oregon’s land use system, and engaging with Oregon’s agencies to represent 
land trust priorities & interests. At the same time, we will work to remain nimble to respond to 
emerging opportunities or threats to conservation programs for tribal and conservation 
partners.  
 

STATE POLICY PRIORITIES (80% of advocacy effort) 
 
Leading Role  
The following are priorities COLT will proactively work to advance in the 2026 state legislative 
session.  
 
Defend Funding for Agency Natural Resource Budgets  

●​ Work with other conservation organizations to defend against funding cuts for natural 
resources programs including for the Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program (OAHP).  

 
Drinking Water Source Protection Grant Program  

●​ Partner with Sustainable Northwest to continue education on the impact and 
importance of grant funding for the Drinking Water Source Protection Grant Program 
(DWSP). 

 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)  

●​ Continue engagement with OWEB leadership, staff, and members of the Acquisitions, 
Restoration, and Emerging Issues (ARE) Committee to improve the effectiveness of  
the Measure 76 land acquisition program.  

 
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)  



●​ Work with the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) to elevate the Forest Legacy 
Program and build support & capacity for ODF to hold easements and fee-title with 
ODF decision-makers and Board members.  

 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW)  

●​ Engage in the development of the Land Transactions Manual and conservation 
easement grant offerings of the Private Forest Accord Mitigation Grant Program to 
support land trust priorities for the program. 

●​ Support the COLT committee representative on the Adaptive Management Program 
Committee (AMPC) to ensure the program supports land trusts as private landowners 
in Oregon.   

 
Supporting Role 
The following are priorities COLT will track and support as needed.  
 
Defending Wetlands  

●​ Working with national partners, defend against efforts to institute a statewide 
wetlands conditional use program.  

 
1% for Wildlife  

●​ Support efforts to increase the Transient Lodging Tax (TLT) from 1.5% to 2.75% to fund 
non-game species conservation at the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW).  

 
Oregon Environmental Restoration Fund & Council (OERF)  

●​ Track and engage as the Oregon Environmental Restoration Council develops 
programmatic priorities for the State Agency Program Fund and designs the 
Community Impact Fund, helping to guide investments toward the programs and 
communities of greatest need.  

 
Implementing Governor Kotek’s Executive Order 25-26 

●​ Work with partners to support implementation of the Governor’s Executive Order 
25-26 by identifying opportunities to engage in the development of the state’s natural 
resource agencies’ biennial plans, which will shape agencies’ priorities and ensure 
integration of climate resilience into state policies and programs.  

 
Statewide Conservation Funding Strategy 

●​ In 2026, COLT will continue to lead development of a powerful statewide conservation 
coalition and take steps to secure significant new state conservation funding, 
prioritizing relationship- building and recruitment for the Oregon Lands and People 
Project Coalition.  

 
FEDERAL POLICY PRIORITIES (20% of advocacy effort) 

 
Defend against funding cuts and attacks on cornerstone conservation programs including:  



●​ Farm Bill: Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - Agricultural Land 
Easements (ACEP-ALE) and the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP),  

●​ Forest Legacy Program,  
●​ Land and Water Conservation Fund, and  
●​ Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund.  

 
Engage with state agency chiefs and staff to maximize resources and build support for land 
trust work.  
 
Legislation: Support efforts to pass the Northwest Wetlands Voluntary Incentives Program 
Act (NW VIP Act) (S. 1615 Wyden/Crapo).  


